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June - July Calendar
June 16 - World Relief — Jen Osing
June 23 - Maria Hannah — Al Primer
June 30- John Oliger & Geno
DelPreore
July 7 2026-27 Installation of
Club officers and directors

Jeff Adamson

Little Known
Rock Island History

leff Adamson is the former executive producer/
owner of ComedySportz Quad Cities and former
owner and executive producer of the Establish-
ment Theater in Moline. He says from a very early .
age, he realized he was a people person. So per- July21 - U.S. Corps of Engineers
forming is in his blood. Stand up comedy, Improvi- July 28 - Don H|nto.n — From Prison
sational comedy, film roles, commercial work, auctioneering, corporate training, to Properties
and now playwriting and authoring is benefiting from his talents. He says, “I'm living the dream”. He is also the exec-
utive producer/owner ot Guys In Ties an improv commedy troupe that specializes in corporate training presentations.
His latest venture is one we saw a bit of today. He is the proud author of “Twisted Tales of the Quad Cities”. He speaks
about little known history of Rock Island and the Quad Cities along with a incredible slide show collection illustrating his
interesting narrative. He authored a book titled Twisted Tales of the Quad Cities featuring many of his tales illustrated
by vintage photos. His comedic background made his presentation and book lots of fun! Some of us recognized Jeff as
the past owner of Mama Compton's Restaurant with many lamenting the closing of that fine food establishment in
downtown Rock Island. Regardless of what hat Jeff is wearing, he is a very funny and entertaining man!
Jeff began his hysterical historical tour by noting that Rock Island was part of Connecticut for 13 years. He showed a
official colonial map to prove it! Did you know that the Centennial Bridge was originally planned to be a tunnel under
the Mississippi to ensure that barge and boat traffic on the river would not be impeded. However the cost was higher
than building a bridge and they couldn’t figure out how to ventilate such a long tunnel, so we got a bridge instead!
Centennial Bridge was also the first 4-lane bridge to cross the Mississippi. Just half a mile east the original Arsenal bridge
was the first bridge to cross the Mississippi River. The bridge was hit by the river boat Effie Afton soon after the bridge
was built causing a large center section to burn and collapse. Did you know Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) was on the
Effie Afton and along with all the other passengers had to swim to shore when the boat sank. A law suit over the damages
ensued between the boat owners and the railroad. Abe Lincoln a young attorye represented the railroad and won the
case. Did you know that the upper deck of the bridge (now the 4% replacement of the Arsenal Bridge) carries two sets
of railroad tracks and the bridge can support two trains plus cars on the lower deck with ease. Were you aware that
originally the streets in Davenport, which was founded in 1836 by Antoine Le Claire were named for Le Claire’s favorite,
Indian tribes? After his death the city changed the names to numbered streets. Did you know that the original
Courthouse in Davenport built on timbers sunk in the sandy soil gradually sank into the ground. Seems the termites
occupied the soil and they found the timbers to be delicious and as they ate, the courthouse sank. It was replaced long
ago! Bet you didn’t know that the Rock Island Rapids were originally surveyed by a young West Point graduate named
Robert E. Lee! We also learned that Sylvan Island wasn’t originally an island. It was a peninsula and part of Moline.
When the locks were built they cut through the far eastern end of the peninsula allowing the area to flood and carry
more water down the llinois side of the Mississippi into the locks. Did you know that the Arsenal Roller Dam is the largest
roller dam in the world? We see only the top of the rollers which are twenty-five feet tall!
See “History” — Continued on page 5
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Officers

John Oliger, President
Amber Wood, 1st Vice Pres.
Julie Gelaude, 2nd Vice Pres.
Holly Sparkman, Secretary
Molly Shattuck, Treasurer
Sue Rector, Past President
Frank Lambert, Sgt at Arms
Bob Swanson, Sgt. at Arms

Directors

Carrie Crossen, Director
Geno DelPreore, Director
Jeff Dismer, Director
Rick Emery, Director
Sarah Gorham, Director
Forrest Meyer, Director
Jim Moran, Director

Jim Nordquist, Director

Program Chair 2025-26
Rebecca Amnold

Presenters

July: Tom Hammar

August: Erin Williams

September Dave Hodge

October: Yolanda Pugh &

Rebecca Arnold

Club Notes & Announcements!

* WELCOME GUESTS - Today we were honored to host two visiting Rotarians,
both faithful friends of our club. Duncan Cameron joined us from the Naples,
Florida Rotary Club as did Mark Zimmerman a member of the Davenport
Rotary Club. Did you know that Marks’ grandfather was a founding member
of the Davenport Club. We love having guests, particularly our good friends!

% COMMITTEE SIGNUP FOR 2026-27 — Every member should have received
an email on Sunday asking you to follow a link and open a committee
preference questionnaire. Incoming President Amber Wood asked everyone
to select two committee options and return your preference to her by June
7™, That date is passed so act now! If you do not return preferences you will
be assigned where help is needed. We prefer to honor your wishes and place
you where your primary interests lie, but in lieu of knowing your wishes, you
will be given a committee assignment. Preferences will be honored as best
as possible. The size of committees varies depending on need.

% SAVE THE DATE! — Rotary At The Backwater Gamblers AND family potluck
picnic, Sunday, August 2", Rotary will provide chicken and beverages for the
picnic in the shelter prior to the ski show. Yard and table games will start at
4:15pm and eat at 5:15pm. We will have a signup to attend coming in July
for our chicken & beverage count.

% CALLING ALL POLIO PLUS SOCIETY MEMBERS - June 30™ is the final
date to get your pledged $100 payment to Sue Rector. If you are not
sure if you have paid, contact Sue, srector3614@gmail.com

* DON’T MISS OUR FUN OUTING! - See the White Sox take on the Cubs at
Wrigley Field. No parking to worry about, no walking miles before and after
the game. We’ll be dropped off at the door at Wrigley Field and picked up at
the door after the game. We'll have $100 dollar reserved box seats in what
undoubtedly will be a “sell out” crowd eager to see America’s number 1
crosstown major league baseball rivalry. Tickets are $159 per person and
include the round trip motor coach from the Q.C. Botanical Center to Wrigley

November:  Rebecca Arnold Field, comfort stops both ways, and your game ticket. There are just 55 seats
?::'ﬁgb?r' cB;gb Sﬁl\(l)w:on on the bus. When they’re are gone, they’re gone! Picture Perfect Travel is
Febru?&: Kair}éwanson the provider and they are selling to their usual customers too, so sign up NOW
March: Yolanda Pugh & at the Sergeant’s Table if you want to go! See flier page 8.

April iﬁZZf:?:ggqnpo;gll * A LAUGH FROM BUD - Did you know that dolphins are so smart that within a
May:' John Wetzel few weeks of captivity, they can train people to stand on the very edge of the pool
June: Tom Hammar and throw them fish?

The Object of Rotary The Four-Way Test

The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service
as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and

foster:

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for

service;

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions; the
recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the
dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to

serve society;

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s
personal, business, and community life;

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding,
goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and
professional persons united in the ideal of service.

(of the things we Think, Say or Do)
Is it the TRUTH?
Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

B

JUNE ROTARY
BIRTHDAYS
Jen Osing Mayl WezzDelaRosa May13
Brett Hitchcock May2 Christine Murdock May 16
Beth Kauzlarich  May5 Ann Mcintyre May 21
Ruth Lee May 6 Cindi Gramenz May 24
Angela Campbell May9 Eric Westphall May 28
Kimberly Calhoun May 11 Chuck Sorensen  May 30
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How Long Do You Expect Me To Wait?

Birdies Chairman Kevin Koski struck again today with “Music for the Birds”! We heard “Listen
to the Mockingbird” an 1855 hit that was an Abraham Lincoln favorite! Kevin reported twenty-
seven pledges have been received on our way to a modest goal of thirty-eight. We have one-
hundred and three members. If you are one of the 76 members who have not pledged, please
consider doing so. It is quick and can be as inexpensive as you want it to be. Pledge $10 or $20
dollars. Every bit helps. Your pledge comes directly to our club for our Club Foundation and the
John Deere Charitable Foundation adds a bonus. You can use the pledge form on page seven or,
if you are pressed for time, just email Kevin Kevinkoski3(@gmail.com and tell him what you want
to pledge. He will do the paperwork! You will receive an invoice later for your pledged amount.

FINES & HAPPY DOLLARS

Julie showed us her multitasking skills today, doing her normal fining and happy/sad dollar schtick, introducing
guests in the absence of president elect Amber Wood, and presiding in the absences of president John Oliger. Happy
to say she did a great job with ease! In her role as levier of fines, she collected a dollar from Marcy Bell for leaving
the meeting early today. Collecting happy dollars Gary Rowe put in S5 in celebration of the Rock Island Community
Foundation’s highly successful “Give Thanks” Celebration which presented $1,000 grants to The Third Place Quad
Cities and to Mark Schwiebert for their community service to Rock Island. Guest Speaker Jeff Adamson added S5
noting that his daughter-in-law is one of the founders of The Third Place. Angela Campbell had a happy dollar for a
very successful Summer Reading Program kickoff last Thursday. There were one-hundred-seventy new signups and
each received a new Rock Island Library Card. Tom Hammer had both a happy and sad dollar noting that last Tuesday
he closed the sale of his former Hammar Accounting office building in Rock Island. He had a long, successful, and
enjoyable career in that building, but was happy now that he has retired to see someone new take over the building
and put it to good use. Congratulations Tom on both your stellar career as a certified public accountant and office
owner and for no longer having to worry about the building, the taxes, snow removal, maintenance, etc. Rev. Dwight
Ford had a happy dollar for recently returning from a two-week trip to Ghana in West Africa where he was surprised
to be recognize by an Augustana student on summer break who called out to him and the two chatted. Then he
check into a hotel and noticed a plaque boasting “Rotary Meets Here”. Unfortunately he was not there on a day
when the group met. Finally Julie had a fine left by Amber in payment of her “interesting” pitch at the River Bandit’s
Game. Julie played a video clip, which put us in a good mood for a humorous speaker and program!

Rotary International Foundation Raffle
As usual a bottle of fine wine and a 50/50 cash drawing were up for grabs in today’s
Foundation raffle. Ruth Lee pulled the tickets, and Bud Phillis announced the winners. {0.
The first ticket pulled was held by visiting Rotarian Duncan Cameron. He took the cash.
% The second winner was past District Governor, Ruth Lee who honestly and blindly pulled
w her own ticket! She took home the wine. We thank all who participated by purchasing
W @ ticketsand congratulate our winners! Try your luck next week!!

FOUNDATION MINUTE

The Haiti National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Initiative (HANWASH) has been selected by the Rotary
International Foundation as the recipient of its annual Programs of Scale Grant. The announcement was made on
May 18, after an earlier pre-announcement to hundreds of Rotarians at the District 7020 Conference in Kingston,
Jamaica. Launched in 2017 by Barry Rassin, a Bahamian past Rotary International president, HANWASH has so far
operated in five of Haiti’s 147 communes, aiming to deliver sustainable access to potable water nationwide. “This is
an amazing moment for us,” Rassin said. “It has put District 7020 in a place where few districts around the world
could even think to be.”

The grant follows a competitive process that began in August 2025 with a concept note, according to Marlene Gay,
a HANWASH board member and past president of the Rotary Club of Pétion-Ville. Of more than 60 applicants,
HANWASH was shortlisted to three before submitting a full proposal and undergoing vetting that included
consultations with Haitian officials, mayors and water authorities.... Over five years, the aim is to establish
sustainable water systems — piped networks and wells in urban areas, and solar-powered pumps in rural ones. The
initiative adopts a systems approach, acting as a convener that brings together stakeholders before handing over
management to local authorities.

Rotary International, the world’s largest service organization, has a track record in such efforts. Its End Polio Now
campaign has eliminated poliomyelitis in most countries; only Pakistan and Afghanistan remain endemic.
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ROTARIAN ENJOY FUN AT THE BALLPARK!

Last Friday our club continued the tradition of having a social outing for our members with their families and friends at a Quad
City River Bandits game at Modern Woodmen Park. Because of a previous rain out, the night featured a double header against
the South Bend Cubs, the “High A” minor league affiliate of the “World’s most popular baseball team, the Chicago Cubs”.* The
home River Bandits took the first game 13-8 and the Cubs bounced back with a game two extra innings win, 4-3. With rain
earlied in the day there was concern that the game might be postponed but by mid-afternoon the sky cleared, the sun came
out, and it turned out to be a perfect evening with moderate temperatures, a nice breeze, and no rain. The kids and grandkids
along with a few Rotarians enjoyed the carnival rides. Hotdogs at the ball park also seem tastier than at home! The highlight
of the event was our President Elect, Amber Wood taking the mound to throw the first pitch. He form looked good as she
rared back to fire he best fast ball into the catcher’s mit. As stated, her form looked good ... unfortunately the pitch scared
every mole within three miles as she drilled it into the turf about 10 feet in front of the mound. Home plate is 60 feet, 6 inches
from the pitching mound and the catcher and umpire are behind the plate. As you might have guessed ther pitch wasn’t a
strike! Fortunaely the catcher only had a relatively short hike to go retrieve the ball which Amber got to keep as a momento
of her professional baseball debut. She didn’t earn a tryout with the River Bandits or Cubs, but Comedy Sports is interested!

The
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To her credit, our next President took it all in good stride and her family (she had seventeen at the game!) got a good laugh out
of'it and we all still love her! She shook it off and didn’t even ice down her arm after pitching. If you want to see a video of the

pitch, control click this link: https:/vimeo.com/1199584912%share=copy&fl=sv&fe=ci ! It may have been a defective ball!

It was our largest Rotary Night at the Ballpark turnout in many years with 90 tickets sold. Some of our folks were pleasantly
surprised to find that their $10 Bandits card actually had $20 on them. We’re not sure how that happened, but no one is
complaining (except for Julie our President Designate. Her card had just $10)!

With it being a double header the night got a bit long for some, but for those who stayed the fireworks show after the game was
fantastic. Maybe because it was a double-header, they used twice the normal number of rockets, it was an impressive display.
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Jeff and Martha Dismer relaxing at the ballpark, would you believe they are way up in the air on the giant basket Feris wheel!
What could be better than to see your kids and grandkids having a great time at a Rotary event! Bud Phillis always enjoys a
ball game and this night he was accompanied by his son Tom which makes it even better! I wish I had taken more photos, but
many members and their spouses, friends, and family attended. Sue & Rick Rector, Gary Rowe, Jennifer and Forrest Meyer
were there along with Julie and Ron Gelaude, John and Karen Phillips, Katie and Tom Resig, Jim Moran and Frank Lambert.
Geno, Anna and Nika DelPreore were there enjoying the evening. [ know [ am forgetting others that I saw and I apologize for
my poor memory. Bottom line, there were many at the game and everyone had a great time! Thanks to President John Oliger
who made all the arrangements and delivered our tickets.

*Data collection period: First quarter of 2026 by YouGov Ratings. They measure the popularity and fame of anything and everything, based on
millions of responses from the public. They collect data for YouGov Ratings each and every day. The website is updated once a quarter and is an
average of all the data collected over that time period. Sorry Duncan, the Brewers are 17". For White Sox fans wondering, your team came in at
#8. just three behind the 5" place Cardinals!
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History — continued from Page 1

Jeff tells that trolleys were a big important business in the early Quad Cities. They did a huge business during the week
taking people to work and back home, but on weekends sat mostly idle. So, the trolley companies established many of
our area parks including Campbells Island, Credit Island, Prospect Park, and Watch Tower Park. Many had amusement
rides including roller coasters. Trolleys then did a big business taking weekend fun lovers to their parks! Would you
believe that Molette was a housing development in Moline funded by local lumber companies. They built 517 homes in
just 18 months. A brand-new home sold for $5,000! Many members had heard about the NFL being born in Rock Island
with the Rock Island Independents and Jim Thorp playing at Douglas Park, but did you know that on October 29, 1949,
in Moline’s Wharton Fieldhouse, the Tri-Cities Blackhawks notched a 93-85 victory over the visiting Denver Nuggets. It
was the first NBA game ever played! We also learned that the first successful appendectomy took place in Davenport in
1888. On final delicious tidbit. Did you know that Dairy Queen originated in Moline and that not long after a disgruntled
employee quit and formed Tasty Freeze. Both delicious treats were created and first established in Moline. We thank
Jeff for his fun filled presentation of little-known history of our community! Many of us purchased his book!

PAUL HARRIS+8

Bud Phillis had the honor of presenting a Paul Harris+8 Award today to Sue Rector. Paul
Harris+8 means that Sue has now passed $9,000 in donations to Rotary International
Foundation’s Annual Fund, PolioPlus, or an approved Rotary Foundation grant. In
recognition of her generosity Sue received a certificate signed by the Rotary International

President and a gold pin set with three rubies. As we all know Sue is not only generous with
her money but is also tireless in her many areas of volunteer service on behalf of our club.
Chairing our Literacy and Membership Committees and serving as our International
Foundation Chair are just three of the many things she does for our club. Congratulations
Sue!

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT COMMITTEES!

Last week every member received an email from President-elect Amber Wood asking each of us to
complete a short survey indicating our personal interests in the various committees that help make and
keep our club the Number 1 Club. She asked for a quick response because our 2026-27 Club Directory
goes to print on Monday our committee rosters are printed in that directory. We need a couple of days to
get the layout set so in essence members have just two or three more days to fill out the survey and
submit it.

Please take the few minutes necessary to locate the email, fill out your survey, and click “submit”. This
is the best way to ensure that your committee assignment will be in an area you have interested in and
selected yourself. Those that don’t submit a survey will be assigned to committees where Amber feels
additional help is needed. So, unless you want to risk being assigned to snow shoveling, garbage
removal, or dish washing*, you need to do your survey and get itin NOW!

*We don’t actually have committees that do those chores, but hopefully, you get the idea!

GREETERS NEEDED FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS.

Greeting is a simple and rewarding opportunity. It is a great way to serve our club and make members and
guests feel welcome when they attend. It is a fantastic way to get to know fellow members and make new
friends. New members are strongly encouraged to volunteer to greet as soon as you can. It is the easiest way
for you to meet fellow members, and we can get to know you! Volunteer at the Sergeant’s table.
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Great Program 4-6 pm Rotary Night at the
Frank Lambert and RI Library River Bandits.
committee! What Summer Reading [Come watch
an honor to support Program kick-off ]Amber Wood
great organizations at the Botanical [throw out the 1st
doing great work. Center pitch!
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Noon Meeting
Jeff Adamson -
Little known RI
history
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Rotary Board Meeting [Noon Meeting
Noon Jen Osing
Studio 483 Conference |World Relief
Room
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Happy Noon Meeting
Father’s Day Maria Hannah
Al Primer
28 29 30 Save the date July 7 [Save the Date — [Support the RI Save the date for
Installation of Club |August 2 - Rotary Club the End Polio Now
Noon Meeting Officers and Backwater Foundation District Walk on
President John [Pirectors & kick-off |Gamblers and  through Birdies  |Oct. 24
Oliger’s final mtg President Amber  [Family Potluck [for Charity
as President Wood’s year And  [Picnic
July 14 Exchange
daughter, Noa Smith

Programs: Tom Hammar Invocations: Peter Galbraith
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CHARITY SOLICITED FOR

937
BIRD NUMBER pdes

| PLEDGE TO DONATE:

Vo the charity noted above,
{one tume, flat donation amount] All pledges due by July 1, 2026

GUESS THE BIRDIES TO WIN A TWO YEAR
LEASE ON A 2026 LEXUS!

| guess that birdies will be made.

Only one grand prize will be awarded
Void where prohibited by law. Guesses due to BFC office by July 1

BIRDIES SCORED BY YEAR

1,918 (2017) N/A (2020) 1,929 (2023)
2,355 (2018) 1,905 (2021) 2,315 (2024)
2,091(2019) 2,041(2022) 2,102 (2025)

MAKE MORE MAGIC with the BONUS FUND

YES, | would like to make an additional donation to the

Birdies for Charity Bonus Fund in the amount of
S , to help provide the minimum 5%

match to all participating charities.

PLEDGE & DONOR INFORMATION (please print)

WHY BIRDIES FOR CHARITY?

e Every cent you donate goes directly to your
chosen charity!

o We will match your contribution by at least 5%,
and up to 10% from our Bonus Fund!

e For your tax records, we are recognized as a
501(c)(3) nonprofit organization!

o By participating in the contest, YOU have the
opportunity to win!

Simply make a one-time flat donation and mail with
payment to the Birdies for Charity office at:

15623 Coaltown Road, East Moline, IL 61244

el

BIRDIESFORCHARITY.COM/DONATE

OR

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE. 2P

PHONE AND/OR EMAIL
by prowiding an emad, you ove opting i 10 emal updates from Birdes for Chonty.

BIRDIES FOR CHARITY

Please include payment & make checks payable to:

KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS

I pledged $ one-time donation.

| guessed birdies would be made.

Payment was included with pledge
[]ves s (] nO

JCASH  []OMECKND

Please make checks payable to:
BIRDIES FOR CHARITY
15623 COALTOWN ROAD
EAST MOLINE, IL 61244
Quod Cites Golf Classic Charitable Foundation is a 50Nc)3 not-for-profit

organization, EIN #93-1332421, doing business os
John Deere Classic & Birdies for Charity

Chip in for your

chance to win!

When you chip in to support local charities, you could

win big! But the real champs? Your beloved charities!
They score 100% of every donation you make through
this pr 1, plus a sweet bonus from the Birdies for
Charity Bonus Fund, which quarantees a 5% match.
Talk about a win-win!

HERE'S HOW IT WORKS
To enter the contest, guess the number of

birdies that will actually be made

by PGA TOUR Pros during s

the tournament,

Wednesday
through
Sunday.

ey )
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GRAND PRIZE:

2 YEAR LEASE ON A 2026 LEXUS!

One lucky supporter of the @ueaus
John Deere Classic's Birdies ~ SMART LEXUS OF QUAD CITIES

for Charity program will win a 2 year lease on a 2026
Lexus, courtesy of Smart Lexus of Quad Cities.

CONTEST RULES

o Only I grand prize owarded. Ties determined by random drawing

* Open to oll porticipants 21 years or older & a U.S, licensed driver

o The grond prize shall only be delivered within or around the Quad Cities
metropofitan area

o All guesses must be on an official pledge cord & received at the
tournament office by July 1

o Nopledge or purchase required. Need not be present to win

o Winner responsible for oll soles taxes, registration fees, license plate
fees, & income taxes on oll prizes, including local, state, & federal taxes

o Full list of officiol ntes & details found ot
birdiesforcharity.com/about/contest
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19t 1:20 Game Time

Leaving from the Quad City Botanical Center
7:30am Departure
Reserved Box Seats
Full view of Score and Video Boards!
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DON'T MISS THE FUN! - CROSS TOWN RIVARLY!

$159* PER PERSON INCLUDES MOTORCOACH TO WRIGLEY FIELD,
RESERVED BOX SEAT AND RETURN TO ROCK ISLAND

*$100 Payable to Picture Perfect Travel due upon reservation
Balance of $59 due on or before, August 1st. 50 Seats - First Come!

SIGN UP AT SERGEANT AT ARMS TABLE



