
 
 

 

 
 

 

          
 

 
    

  Rotary Club of Rock Island 
   Rock Island, Illinois

   Meeting Tuesdays at Noon – Quad City Botanical Center      

 

Dr. Erin 
Kempker  

 

A I? 
 

A PRIMER 
Our guest speaker today was scheduled to be Dr. Maria Hannah an Assistant Professor of Communication Studies at 
Augustana however due to an unfortunate accident, she was unable to be present.  Fortunately Augustana has many 
knowledgeable staff members and her place was very ably filled by Dr. Erin Kempker, the Director of Augustana’s Center 
for Engaged Learning Teaching and Scholarship. Dr. Kempker comes to Augustana from Mississippi University for Women 
in Columbus, Miss., where she worked her way up from assistant professor to full professor. She also served as 
department chair of history, political science, and geography for six years.  She earned her doctorate and master’s in 
history at Purdue University and a bachelor’s in social studies and secondary education at the University of Central 
Missouri.  She was able to adopt Dr. Hannah’s planned topic and speak to us about Artificial Intellicence, commonly 
referred to as “AI”.  Some fear it, some love it, many don’t understand it, but Artificial Intelligence (AI) is now part of our 
world and lives and is here to stay!  When an easy to download computer program can make a photo of anyone come to  
life and say anything we script it to say with gestures, facial expression, blinking eyes with such realizm it takes expertise 
to determie if it is the real person or an AI created image, it is time for all of us to know more about the technology.  Did 
you know you can tell an AI program: 1. Write a song 2. In Country-western style, 3. With a male singer, 4. About Rock 
Island, Illinois Rotary, and 5. Mention Tuesday meetings at the Botanical Center, and include backup singers and band 
accompanyment; and within a incredibly short time you can listen to the finished product.  The song will be as good if 
not better than most you will hear on a radio.  It will include details about Rock Island, Rotary, and our Club that AI has 
researched through massive internet sources.  You can also write “create” poems, books, even novels, in the same way.  
Students have mastered the AI art and crank out essays and term papers with just a few minutes of providing instructions 
to the AI program.  Sounds incredible?  When you next see and hear our Governor, President, or your parent, spouse, or 
child speak whether in a phone call, or on television, is it really them?  Are the instructions to empty your bank account 
or to meet them on the corner real or AI?   
Dr. kempker explained how incredible AI is, the potential for what it can do, and gave us an idea of how we might use, 
rather than fear what lies ahead.  We live in an incredible time, exciting, and fascinating for many and very scary for an 
equal number.   
Dr. Kempker stated that we have had artificial intelligence around for many years with we could tell a computer to check 
spelling, copy something, or do any number of other tasks.  That is artificial intelligence in action.  What is new is 
“generative” AI where it no longer does what it has been told, but also “generates” and creates things on its own.  She 
said this is accomplished by researchers loading millions, billions, and trillions of artficially created neurons.  Then they 
feed in  information into the “black box”.  Virtually all knowledge has been and is being loaded in.  The best and the  

 See “AI” – Continued on page 3 

 
 
 
 

WEEKLY

 
 
 
 

June 30 - John Oliger & Geno  
  DelPreore 
July 7 - 2026-27 Installation of  
  Club officers and directors 
July 14 - Noa Smith Youth 

   Exchange Daughter 
program 

July 21 - U. S. Corps of Engineers 
July 28 - Don Hinton – From Prison 
  to Properties    
Aug 4 - TBA 
    

June - July Calendar 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Notes & Announcements! 

WELCOME GUESTS – Today we welcomed three guests.  Cash Calver and 
Liam Peterson were guests of Liam’s dad, Justin Peterson. Our other guest 
was a regular visiting Rotarian, Duncan Cameron a member of the Naples, 
Florida Rotary Club.  Rock Island Rotary loves having guests at our meetings 
and urges our members to invite friends and associates to come see why Rock 
Island is known as “The Number One Club!”  
 

SIGNUP! – The signup sheet for Rotary At The Backwater Gamblers AND 
family potluck picnic, Sunday, August 2nd is filling up!  Rotary will provide fried 
chicken and beverages for the picnic in the shelter prior to the ski show.  Yard 
and table games will start at 4:15pm and we will eat at 5:15pm.  At 6:30 those 
wanting to see some great entertainment will move to the bleachers on the 
beach for the 2026 Backwater Gamblers Competition Ski show.  Signup next 
week if you missed it today.  There is no cost for the picnic or Ski Show. We 
need to know who is coming to determine how much chicken and beverages 
to prepare.  See the flier, page 5 of this newsletter. 

 

POLIO PLUS SOCIETY MEMBERS – Next Tuesday, June 30th is the final date 
to get your pledged $100 payment to Sue Rector.  If you are not sure if you 
have paid, contact Sue, srector3614@gmail.com.  If you’re not a Polio Plus 
Society member, it is not too late!  Sue has the forms and will be happy to 
welcome you into the Society.  The commitment is $100 per year to end polio! 
 

DON’T MISS OUR FUN CHICAGO WHITE SOX vs. CUBS OUTING! – See 
the White Sox take on the Cubs at Wrigley Field. No parking to worry about, 
no walking miles before and after the game. We’ll be dropped off at the door 
at Wrigley Field and picked up at the door after the game.  We’ll have $100 
dollar reserved box seats in what undoubtedly will be a “sell out” crowd eager 
to see America’s number 1 crosstown major league baseball rivalry.  Tickets 
are $159 per person and include the round trip motor coach from the Q.C. 
Botanical Center to Wrigley Field, comfort stops both ways, and your game 
ticket.  There are just 55 seats on the bus.  When they’re are gone, they’re 
gone!  Picture Perfect Travel is the provider and they are selling to their usual 
customers too, so sign up NOW at the Sergeant’s Table if you want to go!  See 
flier page 7. 
 

A LAUGH FROM BUD – America is a country which produces citizens who 
will cross the ocean to fight for democracy but won't cross the street to vote. 

  

HAVE ITEMS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER? – Our newsletter goes out via email 
every Tuesday afternoon.  Send to, bobdebswanson@att.net.   
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January:  Gary Rowe 
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March:  Yolanda Pugh & 

Rebecca Arnold 
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May:  John Wetzel 
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The Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service 

as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and 

foster: 
  

FIRST: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for 

service; 
 

SECOND: High ethical standards in business and professions; the 

recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the 

dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to 

serve society; 
  

THIRD: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s 

personal, business, and community life; 
  

FOURTH: The advancement of international understanding, 

goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 

professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
 

 

 

The Four-Way Test 
(of the things we Think, Say or Do) 

1. Is it the TRUTH? 
2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER 
     FRIENDSHIPS? 
4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned? 

JUNE ROTARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

Amanda DeLaCruz   June    2      Sarah Gorham     June  14 

John Oliger                  June    4      Jeff Dismer             June 15 

Mike Oberhaus         June    7      John Wetzel          June  16 

Pete Wessels             June  10      Justin Peterson     June  20 

Linda Golden             June  11      Erin Williams        June  28 

      

   

   

mailto:srector3614@gmail.com
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
http://www.rirotary.com/


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rotary International Foundation Raffle  

Today our drawing offered a 50/50 cash prize and a bottle of fine Merlot wine.  
Guest Liam Peterson pulled the winning tickets and the first ticket he selected was 
held by his dad.  He took the cash, gave it to his son and his friend Cash. The boys 
then donated it back to the Rotary Foundation. Justin is raising his son right!  The 
second ticket was held by Bill Stengel who took the wine.  Thanks to all who 
participated! Proceeds go to support the Rotary International Foundation.  

“Thank you”, To all who Made a Birdies for Charity Pledge! 
It has been a fun campaign, and all your pledges are appreciated.  When all is tallied, we hope to 
have another record-breaking year!  As of today, we had thirty-six donors, toward our goal of 38 
donors.  We just need two more members to call or email Kevin with a pledge to reach our goal! 
Our campaign ends this week, so time is very short. Any amount large or small is appreciated.  
Pledge just $10 or $20 dollars, or more if you wish.  Every dollar helps. Your pledge comes 
directly to our club for our Club Foundation, and the John Deere Charitable Foundation adds a 
bonus. You can use the pledge form from the last page of this newsletter or, call or email Kevin 
at 309-781-3212 or Kevinkoski3@gmail.com and tell him what you want to pledge. He will do the 
paperwork!  You pay later when you receive an invoice for your pledged amount. Thanks to Kevin 
Koski for humorously and musically leading the campaign again for 2026!! 

FINES & HAPPY DOLLARS 
Julie Gelaude was wearing all three administrative hats today, Presiding, introducing guests, and levying fines and 
collecting happy/sad dollars.  In her usual roll as 2nd VP she collected fines from Holly Sparkman, Kimberly Calhoun, 
Jim Moran, and Justin Peterson for needing to leave the meeting early today.  Moving to Happy Dollars, Kevin Koski 
offered a dollar noting that the world survey of the World’s Most Peaceful Nations had Finland in the top ten, coming 
in at number eight.  The United States unfortunately wasn’t near the top.  Duncan Cameron offered a happy dollar 
for Sue Rector’s leadership In promoting the Polio Plus Society and noted that he was wearing his PPS pin.  Others 
can join for the current year but must do it by June 30th.  Ruth Lee had a sad dollar for misplacing her Rotary name 
badge.  She noted that if she doesn’t find it she will be adding to our fine box next week!  We thank everyone who 
shared their dollars and happy/sad news today.  Funds collected to support our Club’s philanthropic work. 
   

AI – continued from Page 1 

worst of everything with no positive or negative value judgments.  Just item after item loaded into the memory.  A 

command something like “think about all that has been fed”.  Which includes everything from ethics to sin, good 

and evil.  Dr. Kempker said no one, even the creator of the AI knows exactly what happens or how it works, but the 

knowledge is used by AI, and it makes judgments and creates on its own.   She noted that because everything it 

learned, good and bad came from humans, AI will lie.  She said it is an incredible creation worthy of extensive 

additional research but cannot be trusted.  She gave examples of attorneys who asked AI to develop an argument for 

them to use in the courtroom and later discovered that AI had fabricated and cited non-existent court cases as 

precedents in support of the AI argument.  Even when asked, “Is this all true, have you checked it?” AI lied and said 

yes, when in fact that was not true.  One troubling concern with AI is will it eliminate jobs.  Dr. Kempker noted that 

studies have concluded that 25% of the human workforce will face a substantial chance and as much at 55% will be 

required to radically shift their normal output routines.  She said humans have adjusted and adapted to many major 

cultural changes in the past, but this one presents some unfamiliar problems as well as promises for amazing progress.  

Our thanks to Dr. Kempker for a most interesting program.  We think we need a Primer #2!  

DISMER & PHILLIS RECEIVE MAJOR RECOGNITION 
      Jeff Dismer joined our club in 1997 and has been a loyal 

contributor to the Rotary Foundation.  He has earned Paul 

Harris Honors for himself, his wife, both sons, and today 

added his two granddaughters, Isla, and Lena signifying 

$2,000 more in donations to the Rotary Foundation.   
 

Dr. Richard Phillis joined our club in 1983. “Bud” as he  

prefers to be called has earned Paul Harris honors for himself, 

his wife, all his children, their spouse, all his grandchildren, 

and today added to his list of 27 Paul Harris awards, his 

Great Grandson, Henry Thomas Markham. The cumulative 

awards represent over $28,000 in Rotary Foundation donations!   

mailto:Kevinkoski3@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION MINUTE 
How else do you spell Fellowship if not T-A-I-P-E-I where the annual Rotary International Convention kicked off 
June 13. The report hot from the press states that over 37,000 Rotarians and participants from more than 120 countries 
attended this year’s gathering. The Rotary convention is expected to inject $50-55 million into the local economy, 
and drive significant business for Taipei’s hotels, restaurants, retailers, and tourism attractions. Taipei was selected 
as the site of the 2021 Rotary convention, but the event was cancelled because of the COVID pandemic. Held in a 
different city each year, Rotary’s international conventions serve as a hub for members and participants to connect 
and learn from each other and a range of experts on how to take action to address issues in their communities and 
promote health, peace, and prosperity in communities across the globe. 
“Rotary conventions are powerful moments of unity, where people from every corner of the world come together to 
connect, celebrate service, and spark new ideas for creating a healthier and more peaceful future,” said Rotary 
International President Francesco Arezzo. “We’re honored to welcome the global Rotary family to Taipei in June 
2026, and I look forward to reconnecting with old friends and making new ones as we share in the joy of our collective 
work to uplift communities around the world.”  Organized by Rotary International in conjunction with local Rotary 
members, the convention presents an opportunity to showcase Taipei’s culture, food, and attractions. In Taiwan, 
Rotary members including Rock Island Rotary President Amber Wood, are engaged in a wide range of community 
projects. Over the last 100 years, $5.5 billion has been awarded through The Rotary Foundation – Rotary’s charitable 
arm that helps clubs work together to perform meaningful, impactful service. 

GREETERS NEEDED FOR UPCOMING MEETINGS.   

Greeting is a simple and rewarding opportunity.  It is a terrific way to serve our club and make members 

and guests feel welcome when they attend. It is a fantastic way to get to know fellow members and make 

new friends.  New members are strongly encouraged to volunteer to greet as soon as you can. It is the easiest 

way for you to meet fellow members, and we can get to know you!  Volunteer at the Sergeant’s table. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Why Not You!     

MARCY BELL RECEIVES 

PAUL HARRIS    AWARD 
Foundation Chair Sue Rector had the pleasure of 

presenting Marcy Bell with a Paul Harris+1 Award 

signifying that her donations to the Rotary International 

Foundation have now exceeded $2,000.   

Marcy Bell joined Rock Island 

Rotary in 1998.  She has 

served on numerous com-

mittees including Member-

ship, Mentoring, Bell Ringing 

for the Salvation Army, Earl 

Hanson School Donuts with 

Grownups Project, and was a 

major funder of the Mary 

Fislar Memorial Scholarship 

named in honor of her twin sister.  She serves on the 

Board of Directors for that scholarship and is a frequent 

volunteer on other committees and club projects. 
 

 

KATHY TRONE RECEIVES 

PAUL HARRIS  AWARD 
Foundation Chair Sue Rector had the pleasure of 
presenting Kathy Trone with a Paul Harris+1 Award 
signifying that her donations to the Rotary International 
Foundation have now exceeded $2,000.   
Kathy Trone joined Rock Island 
Rotary in 2007.  She has served 
as our Fundraising Committee 
Chairman for over 15 years!  
She person-ally chairs our 
Trivia Nights and former Rock 
& Roll Bingo Nights and was a 
major factor in developing our 
club sponsor program which for 
this year generated $15,000 in 
revenue for our club.  Kathy also serves on our Public 
Image Committee chairing our Facebook page.  She 
chairs our Human Trafficking Committee and serves as 

our District’s Human Trafficking Task Force chair. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rock Island 
Rock Island Rotary               

 June 2026  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
Great Program 

Frank Lambert and 

committee! What 

an honor to support 

great organizations 

doing great work. 

3 
 

4 
4-6 pm 

RI Library 

Summer Reading 

Program kick-off 

at the Botanical 

Center 

5 
Rotary Night at the 

River Bandits.   

Come watch 

Amber Wood 

throw out the 1st 

pitch! 

6 

 
 

7 
 

8 
 

9 
Noon Meeting  

Jeff Adamson – 

Little known RI 

history 

10 
 

11 
 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

 

 

15 
Rotary Board Meeting 

Noon 

Studio 483 Conference 

Room 

16 
Noon Meeting  

Jen Osing 

World Relief 

17 
 

18 
 

 

19 
 

20 
 

 

21 

Happy 

Father’s Day 

22 

 

23 
Noon Meeting  

Maria Hannah 

AI Primer 

24 

 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

 

 

 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 

 

Noon Meeting  

President John 

Oliger’s final mtg 

as President  

Save the date July 7  

Installation of Club 

Officers and 

Directors & kick-off 

President Amber 

Wood’s year And 

July 14  Exchange 

daughter, Noa Smith  

Save the Date – 

August 2 – 

Backwater 

Gamblers and 

Family Potluck 

Picnic 

Support the RI 

Rotary Club 

Foundation 

through Birdies 

for Charity 

Save the date for 

the End Polio Now 

District Walk on 

Oct. 24 
 

Programs: Tom Hammar   Invocations: TBD 

 
 

OUR ROCK ISLAND ROTARY CLUB SPONSORS! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  THANK YOU! 
 
 

In Memory Of 

Fred 
Luckenbill 

Mark Mayeski – Rock Island 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


