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PRESIDENT CINDI GRAMENZ 
108th President of Rock Island Rotary 

The 2022-23 Rotary Year was a challenge 
even before it began. Incoming president 
Cindi Gramenz was excited and packed 
ready to head for the Rotary International 
Convention in Houston two weeks prior 
to taking her place as our new Club 
President, when covid struck and prevented 
her from traveling.  Professionally she was 
handed an expanded roll and important 
new responsibilities at work. Yet she persevered 
and lead us through one of our most successful Rotary years.  Our 
Club has grown in members, added new fundraising events and 
projects, and expanded our influence and impact in our 
community.  While many service and civic organizations were 
shrinking and struggling to survive, Rock Island Rotary has 
flourished, much to the credit of President Cindi, her executive 
officers, and board members.  Today was the final meeting in her 
current presidential term and she took the opportunity to 
celebrate and recap the past Rock Island Rotary year.  She began 
saying, “It seems like it was just yesterday that I was sitting here 
listing to Justin [Past President Peterson] give his final speech.  
Time really flies.”  She noted that being Rotary President is a 3-year  
commitment and many are reluctant to accept the responsibility not knowing what may lie 
ahead over the three years.  Her advice was have faith and just “Do It!”  She then spoke of how 
many opportunities and learning experiences occurred during her presidential year and those 
leading up to it.  Cindi said that the kind of people we need in leadership are those with the 
capacity to adjust and to deal with whatever comes up.  She noted that past presidents Mark 
Mayeski and Angela Campbell had no warning of the Covid Pandemic that hit during their 
terms as president, yet both persevered, adjusted, and provided great leadership through 
difficult times.  She noted that our club is incredibly resilent and strong.  She also said, “You 
don’t have to know everything to be president.  You just need to trust people and be willing to 
rely on the help and advice of others.  She thanked Assistant Governor Gary Rowe for his 
candor and advice during the past year.  Cindi devoted the remainder of her comments to 
reviewing the year starting with our Club’s acceptance of the first District-wide Service Project, 
“Nothing Reads Like a Book”.  She noted that the goal for the district was for each club to 
donate 1 book per club member.  If all clubs did that over 1,400 books would be raised and 
donated to local libraries and other reading outlets.  Our club har 64 active members and about 
30 corporate associate members.  Our obligation to meet District goals was 64 books.  We 
raised and donated 1,083!  Most were given to the new Rock Island Library.  A small number 
of our books were donated to the Friendship Manor library.                     continued page 5  

JUNE – JULY CALENDAR 
July 4  - Holiday: No Meeting 
July 11 - Board & officer 
  Instillation - Dist. 
  Gov. Eave Emerick 
July 18  - Richard Hammar - 
  Amateur Astronomy 
July 25  - Kathy Trone - Human 
  Trafficking  
Aug 1 - Katrina Kuening – 
  Digital Marketing 
  Storyteller for Visit 
  Quad Cities 
Aug 8 - Mike Petersen – 
  Illiniwek and Amôwa 
  Forest Preserves 
  Ranger 
Aug 15 - Brian Baxter – QCSO 
  Exec. Dir. – Pops 
  Concert and 2023-24 
  season 
Aug 22 - Sheriff Darren Hart – 
  RI County EMA 
  director 
Aug 29 - Patrick Allie – Rock  
  Island Arsenal  
  Museum  
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Board Members 
Rebecca Arnold, Director 
Amber Brummit. Director 
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David Hodge, Director 
Mariah Johnson, Director 
John Phillips, Director 
Monta Ponsetto, Director 
Kathy Trone, Director 
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Program Chairs 2022-23 
July  –  T om Hammar 
Aug-Sept  –  Tyla Sherwin-Cole 
Oct -  Nov –  Rebecca Arnold 
Dec-Jan  –  John Wetzel 
Feb-Mar  –  David Hodge 
Apr-May  –  Gary Rowe 
Jun-Jul  –  Tom Hammar 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Notes & Announcements!  

WELCOME GUESTS – Today we were pleased to welcome Duncan 
Cameron a visiting Rotarian from the Naples, Florida Rotary club. We 
also welcomed former member Dr. Tricia Barron now residing in 
Colorado.  Cellia Rodriguez was present representing Heart of Hope 
Ministries to receive an important Rock Island Rotary donation.  
Welcoming guests, potential members, and new members is one of our 
favorite tasks.  Have you invited a friend or colleague to join you at 
Rotary recently?  Prospective members are guests of the Club for lunch. 
 

NO MEETING NEXT WEEK.  Enjoy the 4th of July with your family and 
friends. 

 

NEW ROSTER BOOKS DISTRIBUTION IS JULY 11TH – When you get yours 
BE SURE TO TURN TO THE 2023-24 COMMITTEES ROSTER.  President Cindi 
assigned nearly every member to at least 2 committees.  If you provided a 
preference sheet, she tried to honor that up to a point where a committee was 
too large.  You may have also been added where she felt your talents would be 
important!  If you didn’t hand in a preference sheet, you were assigned where 
we felt your talents would be most helpful.  Look through all the committees 
to ensure you know where your responsibilities lie. We appreciate all of our 
members and know that most of our important work gets done in committees!  
If you feel you are unable to serve were assigned, please contact Cindi.  
 

INCOMING DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS – are reminded that you will be 
officially installed into office by District Governor David Emerick at our 
July 11th Club meeting.  Please make every attempt to be present. 
 

BACKWATER GAMBLERS – We were disappointed that weather led to 
cancelling our Rotary Night at The Backwater Gamblers Ski Show on 
Sunday, but the good news is we have rescheduled for Sunday, July 16th.    
So if you failed to sign up for the original date, you now have another 
opportunity to join the fun.    
 

HAVE ITEMS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER? – Send to bobdebswanson@att.net  
The Weekly Review is distributed each Tuesday afternoon.   

 

Silent Auction on our minds! 
 

As you do your late spring cleaning - or find things 
that are just don't seem right for that summer 

 garage sale - or just have some gift cards that you can't seem to 
remember to use - or have that bottle of wine or spirits that you 
really don't care for and will never use -  PLEASE think about your 
Rotary Club and the fall Trivia Night Silent Auction instead of 
parting ways with them elsewhere.  I've cleared a spot in our 
spare bedroom to take items off your hands anytime you want.  I 
will even pick things up if you need me to do that.  So, the 
message is, if you have items you don't need or won't use that 
would be great silent auction items for our fall fundraiser, please 
let me know - or bring them to Rotary.  We hope to have a better 
than ever silent auction and Trivia night this fall - with your help!  
Contact Sue Rector at srector3614@gmail.com  or 563.3437985.  
Thank you! 

 
 
 

http://www.rirotary.com/
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
mailto:srector3614@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINES & HAPPY/SAD DOLLARS 
V.P. Sue received her final chorus of “Boos” as she took the rostrum to assess fines and collect 
Happy/Sad Dollars.  She reminded us that at our next meeting John Oliger will be taking over as 2nd 
Vice-President and the administer of fine.  She began noting that Jim Nordquist paid a fine for 
leaving early today and Bob Swanson fessed up to taking his badge home last week and anted up 
his fine.  Sue paid a fine under the “Austin Rule” for learning that Kathy Trone recently attended a 

Meeting and the speaker was “Sue Rector”.  Not our Sue, but the name’s the same so the fine was due!  Cindi 
Gramenz had a Happy Dollar in celebration of today being her final day as Club President for 2022-23.  Kathy 
Lelonek had a Happy Dollar in recognition of past president Angela Campbell being back with us after several 
weeks of medical leave absence.  That prompted Sue to assess a fine on everyone present to join in the celebration 
of having Angela back in attendance.  Everyone happily joined in, and Sue finished her final day of levying fines 
with a very nice trove of treasure!  Thanks for the entire year Sue, and for all the creative games and events you 
created to keep the money flowing in!  Next time you take the rostrum I’m confident you will be welcomed with 
applause!  Thanks also to all who have played the games and paid the fines throughout the year! 

FOUNDATION MINUTE 
Rotary International’s Month of Rotary Fellowships. 

June is the month when rotary clubs all over the world are swearing in new officers for the new Rotary 
service year. It is also the time students everywhere are getting ready for a new academic session. Provision 
of quality education is one of the main avenues through which TRF hopes to advance world understanding, 
goodwill and peace, and this week’s Foundation Minute is dedicated to one Rotary Club helping improve 
the lives of young people through scholarships. 

 

The Rotary Club of Stamford Connecticut this week awarded scholarships totaling around $100,000 to 10 
Stamford students. Each year, the club provides community grants and academic scholarships. These grants 
and scholarships are awarded through the Stamford Rotary Trust Fund, which was founded in 1961. "As 
Rotarians, we want to make a difference in our community. We hope that by providing these scholarships, 
we allow high school students a better chance of success and help to shape our future community leaders," 
said Rotary Club of Stamford Scholarship Trust Fund Committee Chair Christopher Farrugio, in a news 
release. "Most of our scholarships were created in honor of Stamford Rotarians who date as far back as 1928. 
We are proud of the nearly 100-year history of the Rotary Club of Stamford, and look forward to many more 
years of serving and supporting our local communities," Farrugio added. 

  

FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
Today’s raffle featured a 50/50 cash drawing, an Angela Campbell fabric bowl, and a 
bottle of refreshing wine.  The first lucky winner was Amber Brummit who took the 
bowl.  The second winner was Marcy Bell who opted for the cash and donated it back 
to the Rotary Foundation. The third winning ticket also belonged to Amber Brummit, so 
she took home some excellent wine to go with her bowl!  All proceeds from our weekly 
raffle go to support the Rotary Foundation. We appreciate all who play!  
 

ROCK ISLAND ROTARY ADDS TO COMMITMENT TO HEART OF HOPE! 
Rock Island Rotary has for many years partnered with Heart of Hope 
Ministries providing help with their weekly food pantry, supplying 
weekly supplies of gently used plastic bags, and funding a new storage 
shed at their main facility in Rock Island recently with our 2023 District 
Grant project.   Today Community Grants Committee Chairman Frank 
Lambert had the pleasure of presenting a donation of $1,500 to Heart 
of Hope Office Manager Cellia Rodriguez.  Ms. Rodriguez stated that 
the need for food had critically increased throughout the community 
and that each Thursday when their Food Pantry opens the lines of 
people extend through their building, out the door, down the walk 
and around  the corner.  In addition to the need for food, the cost of 

food has also severely  increased over the past several years resulting from the general inflation our country has 
experienced.  Our donation will be used to supplement the food supplies for their free pantry and will also help 
support their Giving Hope House which assists previously incarcerated men to reintegrate into society.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BAD WEATHER PROVIDES A SECOND CHANCE! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ROUND FOUR OF THE SPINNER GAME! 
In the final round of the Spnner Game, with 16 Rotarians competing for a 
chance at the coveted prize, The spinner landed on Marcy Bell’s Number!  
That entitled her to select one of the the final two prize containing envelops.  
Inside she was rewarded with a Gift Card of undisclosed value to a local Quad 
Cities business.!  Sue thanked everyone who played over the past month.  
Your playing helped push our collected fines and game revenue over $2,000 
for the year.  All proceeds go to help continue our Club’s charitable projects 
and activities throughout our community!   
 

Rock Island Rotary has arranged a totally FREE event for All Rotarians in the Quad City Area. 

ROTARY NIGHT AT THE BACKWATER GAMBLERS! Sunday, June 25th 
Inclement Weather Date Sunday, July 15th 

THIS IS PURELY A ROTARY SOCIAL EVENT TO LET OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS SHARE IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF ROTARY.  THERE 
WILL BE NO FUNDRAISING OR PLEAS.  JUST FUN IN THE SUN!.  NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION OR PARKING!  

 
Performing on the scenic waters of the Rock River the Backwater Gamblers are a Nationally Recognized, Award-Winning Ski 
Team.  If you’ve seen or heard of the Tommy Bartlett Water Ski Show at Wisconsin Dells, or the Cypress Gardens Water Ski 
Show at Winter Haven, Florida, the Backwater Gamblers are equivalent in talent and thrills!  Bleacher seating will be provided, 
and ROTARY will have center seating right up front!   There is NO COST for the show, or parking.  Concessions will be availab le, 
and they do “pass the hat” for support.  The fun in the late afternoon sun is outstanding!  There is a mixture of thrills, beauty, 
comedy, costumes, and speed from high pyramid skiing to barefoot racers, and high in the sky ski jumpers!   There is also on 
shore comedy skit entertainment that everyone will enjoy!  Everyone loves the Backwater Gamblers!  Multiple times National 
Ski Champions -- year after year in the National Finals!  Rotary seating will be a large section, seats by “first come.”  The show 
begins at 6:30pm.  Parking opens at 5:30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BACKWATER GAMBLERS perform on the Rock River at beautiful Ben Williamson Park in Rock Island, 5000 44th 
Street.  Go south off John Deere Road on 44th Street and you will come directly into the parking area.  The ski 
show grandstand seats over 1,300 on the sandy beach of the river. 
There will be PA recognition that Rotary is in the crowd!  All we need from each club is an approximate count of 
how many will be coming from your club.  We need that to ensure that the proper number of seats are *blocked 
off and reserved for Rotarians.  Be sure to let your Rotarians know that they can invite non-Rotarian friends and 
family members.  Just be sure to have them included in your count.  If you have club shirts, caps, etc., encourage 
your members to wear them.  Everyone loves a Ski Show!  Bring the kids, bring grandma!  We want to not only 
have fun, but to make a big “SPLASH” for Rotary!  We need your Club’s count by Monday, June 19th. 

 

Feel free to use this page in emails, or hands outs to promote the event with your club. 

 SUNDAY JULY 16th 
 

HOWARD BECK RECEIVES PHF+2 AWARD 
It is a goal of every Rotarian to become a Paul Harris Fellow.  To do so requires 
$1,000 in donations to the Rotary International Foundation.  Our Club assists by 
adding $400 to a member’s personal donation of $600 which is almost always a 
collection of smaller donations given over time.  Howard Beck achieved that honor 
some time ago but had not been presented his International Paul Harris Fellow 
Certificate or pin.  Even so, his contributions to the Foundation continued through 
the direct withdrawal plan he had set up.  In time he had donated enough for a 
second Paul Harris Fellow award and not too long after that his donations funded 
a third PHF Award.  Today he was presented his Certificate and his pin. The pin he 
received was adorned with two sapphires signifying the second and third Awards 
he had earned.  Howard directed that those two be given in the names and honor 
of his daughters, Corbyn and Andrea Beck.  We congratulate Howard for his 
generosity.  

and congratulate Corbyn and Andrea for the honor bestowed on them by their father.  All three are now proud Paul 
Harris Fellows!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Gramenz Continued from page 1 

Cindi also noted that recently the District awarded our Club three of the four District Literacy Awards.  
Turning to our Club’s record in philanthropy,  President Cindi stated that our Club gave $12,000 in 
Community Grants during the past year plus a $1,000 Fred Houlton Service Above Self Scholarship, 
$5,000 grant to Spring Forward Learning Center to save the after school program at Earl Hanson 
Elementary, and $5,000 given from our Club Foundation to Nest Café for free children’s meals and 
community outreach meals and $20,000 to the Martin Luther King Center to construct a new outdoor 
classroom.  We used a District matching grant to provide an $11,000 mural project for Youth Hope.  Club 
members also donated $27,725 to the Rotary International Foundation approximately half to end polio 
and half to continue Rotary’s worldwide philanthropic projects.  We also had 25 members sign up as 
charter members of the Polio Plus Society with a commitment to pledge $100 per year until polio is 
eliminated.  Our club also has seven Paul Harris Society members who each have committed to donate 
$1,000 annually to the Rotary Foundation for as long as they are able.  Cindi also noted that our number 
of new Paul Harris Fellows has rise steadily from 8 new four years ago to 10 three years ago, 17 two 
years ago, and 28 new Paul Harris Fellows during the past year.   
Cindi then turned to a review of our service projects during the past year which included the Angel Tree, 
Blood Drive, the Entrepreneur Incubator program at Rock Island High School, Monthly Birthday Books, 
Earl Hanson Chess Club, the Festival of Trees, and the Pumpkin Palooza field trip for 1st and 2nd grade 
students.    
Looking ahead, Cindi stated that she agreed to remain as president for the coming year with the promise 
of much help from club past presidents who will share the duties of presiding at meetings.  She will also 
be taking on the responsibilities as Assistant District Governor for the coming year.  She is already 
thinking about the District project for the coming year which is centered on hunger and food.  The District 
is asking every Rotarian to donate 20lbs of food.   If our club responds like it did for the Book drive, they 
better have an awfully big pantry and refrigerator!   She also pointed out that our Club’s 5-year strategic 
plan expires in 2024 so the Board will soon be working on a plan for the next five-year period.  She also 
hoped to see our Club become a 100% Foundation Giving Club which requires every member to donate 
a minimum of $25 to the Rotary Foundation.   
Cindi concluded her remarks, and a very grateful club extended her a standing ovation for a job 
extremely well done!  Thank you and congratulations Cindi! 


