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Ed Tibbetts 
Community 
Journalism  

 

Ed Tibbetts, of Davenport, has 
covered politics, government and 
trends for more than three decades in 
the Quad-Cities. A former reporter and 
editorial page editor for the Quad-City  
Times, he now is a freelance journalist who publishes the Along the Mississippi newsletter on Substack. He 
is a member of the Iowa Writers’.  Prior to leaving the Times in April of 2022, Mr. Tibbetts served as Editorial 
Page Editor.  His Opinion and Editorials were seen in: Quad-City Times, RawStory, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
Substack, Des Moines Register, The Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), Missoulian, Britt News Tribune, The 
Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Forest City Summit, Mason City Globe Gazette and more.  He studied 
journalism at Kirkwood Community College and earned his Degree in Journalish/Mass Communications from 
Iowa State University in 1984,  He spent the great majority of his 32 years at the Times coverning local, 
state, and national politics.  You can google “Along the Mississippi” to read Mr. Tibbetts’ newsletter for free.  
You can also access the newsletter by going on www.Substack.com and in the search box type “Ed Tibbetts”.  
Today Ed’s topic concerned how local news has changed.  He began by stating that over the past 40 years 
local news has had “astounding and heart breaking change”.  He noted that money and national influences 
have led to the dismantling of many local newsrooms.  The trend seems to be away from reporting and more 
toward influencing.  Fewer reporters are covering less local news and more is being provided from the large 
national entities including hedge funds and conglomerates who have and are buying up local newspapers, 
television, and radio outlets.  He said there are now 7,000 local commercial outlets including radio, television, 
and newspapers.  But most are owned or controlled by a national entity.  He said a growing trend nationally 
which he believes will spread to local markets is ownersship of media by non-profit organizations whose goal 
rather than to make money is to promote one or more specific causes.  He said many people now rely on 
entities such as Facebook for their news and noted that anyone can write on facebook and there is no check 
or concern for accuracy.  He also pointed out the relatively recent trend of advertisers influencing the news 
and what the public sees.  If the program or host isn’t saying what the advertiser wants to hear they pull their 
support until the program or host is changed to something in the liking of the advertiser.  In essence the 
motive has changed from just seeking to get your product out to a large viewing audience to also include 
influencing what the audience will see in the program itself.  When questions about if there is any hope of 
reversing the trend, Ed first replied “it is doubtful”.  Then added that people can influence what news will look 
like, but that occurs through viewership, subscription selection, and source choices.  If we settle for Facebook 
news, that is what we will get.  If we demand responsible journalism that can be a new trend.  Another 
beginning trend is government subsidized news.  Mr. Tibbetts said that New Jersey is the first state to enact 
a state subsidy for news media and there are several sources of federal funding for news entities, but along 
with that come concern that the media has long been the “check and balance” to government.  Is that check 
jeopardized when funding for the media is coming from and controlled by government?  Bottom line Tibbetts 
says we need more reporting and more thorough investigative reporting in to the trends and underlying 
influences in the media.  We appreciate and thank Ed for his inciteful and very interesting presentation!   

 

 

May Calendar 
May 23 - Sara Cross - First Tee  
  Quad Cities update.  
May 23  - 1pm Rock Island Club  
  Foundation Committee 
  Meeting.. 
May 30 - The I-74 Bridge  
  Demolition - Image  
  Consultants 
May 30 - 1pm. Fundraising  
  Committee Meeting.  
June 6 - TBA 

http://www.substack.com/
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Club Notes & Announcements!  

WELCOME GUESTS – We were pleased to welcome several guests today.   
Jr. Rotarians from Alleman, Andrew Torres and Elise Aunan were 
accompanied by sponsor Lindsey Honert.  We also had visiting Rotarian  
Duncan Cameron a member of the Naples, Florida Club.  Three Jr. 
Rotarians from Rocky joined us, Lyric and Layla Rice and Jacob Perez. 
There were three of the students we sponsored for RYLA two weeks ago.  
We love having guest visit the No. 1 Club!  We hope you enjoyed your 
visit and will come back to see again!   
 

ROTARY RAFFLE TICKETS AVAILABLE! – The Big day when the five winners 
will be drawn is NEXT TUESDAY!  You can’t win if you don’t play!!  Get your 
raffle tickets from Gary Rowe. Proceeds fund our “Service Above Self” 
scholarship for Rock Island High School students. Tickets are $5 or 5 for $20.  
There are FIVE prizes, each for a $200 gift card for a local Wine & Dine 
establishment!  Winners will be drawn at our regular meeting on May 23rd.  See 
page 6 for more details.. 
 

NOTHING READS LIKE A BOOK CHALLENGE – President Cindi “Walked the 
Walk and Talked the Talk” today making a personal donation toward our 
District Project to provide 1 book per Club member to help stock the new Rock 
Island 30th Street Branch library with quality children’s books; AND she 
challenged all to match her!  We currently have 93 members (5 Honorary, 24 
corporate, and 64 individual) so we need a minimum of 93 books!  The 
donation box will be out next week so come prepared! 
 

2023-24 DISTRICT GRANT APPLICATION – Submitted.  We are seeking 
Funding for Heart of Hope Food Pantry and Nest Café.  Heart of Hope is in need 
of a new storage shed and Nest Café is hoping to build a raised garden for 
growing many of their own fresh vegetables.  Our hope is to obtain a 50/50 
matching grant from District for $1,500.00.  Our club would supply the match 
and the total would allow us to fund both projects.  Heart of Hope and Nest 
Café will also contribute to the final cost of the projects.     

 

HAVE ITEMS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER? – Send to bobdebswanson@att.net  
The Weekly Review is distributed each Tuesday afternoon.   

 

RYLA STUDENTS SPONSORED BY ROCK ISLAND ROTARY HAVE  
A GREAT EXPERIENCE! 

It was all new for the four students from Rock Island High School who spent the first weekend of May at RYLE (Rotary 
Youth Leadership Award) camp in Lowden State Park just north of Oregon, Illinois.  The surroundings were a rustic 
setting deep in the woods where Chief Blackhawk and his Sauk braves roamed.  The students: sisters Lyric and Layla 
Rice, Miles Davis, and Jacob Perez were greeted by counselors and Rotary officials and were joined by over 60 other 
student leaders from all over the northwest and northcentral communities of Illinois.  They were placed in teams, had 
regular responsibilities and duties, and had a fast paced two- and one-half days of team building, adversity challenges, 
and leadership opportunities. They heard from numerous incredible speakers on topics of leadership, service, ethical 
behavior, and self awareness.  We hope to host the students for a program soon!  Looks like they had fun!   

 

http://www.rirotary.com/
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MORE ROTARIAN TRAVELS 
Fellow Rock Island Rotarian Dr. Jim Nordquist is enjoying retirement and traveling with wife Judy to the 

Canadian Maritimes.  Recently passing through Kennebunkport, Maine, the summer home of former 
U.S. President George H. W. Bush, father of former U.S. President George W. Bush, Jim saw two items 
worth photographing and sharing.  First the Kennebunkport Harbor.  Jim’s photo looks magazine 
worthy in composition and subject matter!  The other a comfortable bench for weary travelers at the 
harbor, with a photo worthy inscription.  It is fun to see what fellow Rotarians are doing all over the 
country. 

ERIC STEPS DOWN 
At their May 15th meeting the Board of Directors accepted 1st Vice-President Eric 
Westphall’s resignation as Rock Island Rotary’s President-elect for the 2023-2024 
Rotary year.  Citing increased personal and work-related responsibilities Eric stated that 
he hoped to give his best effort to lead our club, but ultimately decided it was best for 
the club and personally for him to step aside.  Eric plans to continue his membership in 
our Club and will attend the Rotary International Convention in Melbourne, Australia 
later this month having already incurred several non-cancelable expenses.  Hopefully 
he will be able to bring back and pass on much information to our Club.  We appreciate 
Eric’s past service and respect his decision to step aside.  The Board has discussed a plan 
to ensure continued leadership for our Club which will be recommended to the Club for approval prior to the 
end of the current Rotary year.  Because attendance at PETS training is required by Rotary before a person can 
serve as club president, it is very likely that the recommendation will be that a former President or a 
collaboration of former Presidents will share shouldering the responsibility.    

ENTREPRENEURS’ FINAL PITCHES TOMORROW NIGHT! 
On of our Club’s proudest Club Foundation Grants was $10,000 to help bring the Incubator-Entrepreneur 
Program to Rock Island.  Our money was used to transform two standard classrooms into a state-of-the-art 
Entrepreneur team-friendly laboratory.  Students learn about marketing, design, finance, budgeting, teamwork, 
creative thinking, advertising, and much more.  Each year the classes divide into teams, work with mentors and 
coaches and develop a totally new product or service.  Seed money is provided to develop a protype of their 
idea suitable for demonstration. They then “pitch” their idea to judges and potential investors  in a “Shark Tank” 
type setting.  The best of the best are selected to take their ideas on to national competition against students 
from all over the country. Are they successful? Absolutely, with Rocky bringing home the National Championship 
just a few years ago.  This year’s Final Pitch Night is open to the public at 6:00pm tomorrow night at the Rock 
Island High School Auditorium.  Admission is free.  Go see some incredible kids with amazing ideas up close! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nothing Reads Like a Book! 
2022-2023 District-Wide Service Project 

For the 2022-2023 Rotary year, our District-wide service project extends the good work of our 
District and Club’s Literacy Committees by asking each Rotarian in our District to donate one 
new book to a local library.  Rock Island Rotary decided to donate our books to the children’s 
book section at the new 30th Street Rock Island Public Library Branch, By purchasing the 
needed books through the Library we get the best price per book, so cash donations go farther 
than book donations.  We will have a donation box out periodically at our upcoming meetings 
to accept your donations.  You can donate via check payable to Rock Island Rotary noting 
“Library” on the memo line.  Those can be given to Treasurer Carrie Crossen anytime.   
 

President Cindi made her donation and Challenges each of us to match it (or at least donate something, more or 
less! 

BIRDIES FOR CHARITY IN FULL SWING 
YOUR PLEDGE IS NEEDED.  Every dollar pledged by Club members is returned to Rock Island 
Rotary with an added bonus from the Deere Charitable Foundation, guaranteed to be at 
least 5%.  Last year the bonus was 7%.  All pledges will be invested in our local Club 
Foundation.  The principal is never spent.  The income earned from the Foundation 
investments goes toward major Club Grants for the betterment and benefit of Rock Island 
and its citizens.   

Pledge forms were emailed to all members and are available in this newsletter.  Return your completed pledge 
to Kevin Koski or to the Sergeant’s Table.  For your convenience you can call or email Kevin, and he will fill out 
and submit the pledge form for you.  You will receive an invoice for your pledge. Call Kevin at 788-6007 or email 
kevinkoski3@gmail.com.  Our goal this year is pledges from 40 members (that’s less than half our membership!) 
and a total of $5,500 in pledges.  This is the best way to support our Club Foundation whether $10 or $1,000! 

 

FOUNDATION MINUTE 
Rotary’s Youth Service Month 

 

Driving through the lush green fields in the villages of Krishnagiri, about 270km from Chennai, it is difficult to 
imagine that only a few years ago, these were barren patches, where the farmers were struggling with 
insufficient water to raise their crops. But today, thanks to a Global Grant partnership between RC Madras 
Coromandel, RID 3232, RC Stavanger International, Norway, and TRF, this is a verdant oasis with lush paddy 
fields nourished by abundant water resources. This partnership has resulted in a watershed and integrated 
rural development project in these villages with help from NABARD (National Bank of Agriculture and Rural 
Development) and NAF (National Agro Foundation). 
 

The total grant value was ₹1.25 crore ($189,142 ) and NABARD’s contribution was ₹1.15 crore. It has benefitted 
15,000 villagers in about 2,800 households, says project chairman G Balasubrahmaniam (Bala). The watershed 
work included two masonry check dams, 21 loose boulder check dams, 6,000 sunken and percolation ponds, 
4,300 farm ponds and 1,000 water absorption trenches. Over 10,000 trees were planted to prevent soil erosion. 
This area has now become a symbol of hope, overflowing with life and vitality. It is a testament to what can 
be achieved when people come together and work towards a common goal. 

   JUDGE TED KUTSUNIS RESIGNS  
The Rotary Board of Directors accepted with regret the resignation from the club of Ted 
Kutsunis.  Ted joined Rock Island Rotary in 2011 and faithfully attend for many years until 
his duties as 14th Judicial Circuit Associate Judge required him to spend significant time 
in Henry, Whiteside, and Mercer Counties in addition to Rock Island County.  In his 
resignation letter Ted noted that his judicial schedule now makes it virtually impossible 
for him to attend Club meetings.  We will miss Ted, and should his duties and schedule 
change he will be most welcome to reapply for membership. 

mailto:kevinkoski3@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Kathy Trone, our District Human Trafficking Task Force chair is taking orders for the 
new “STOP HUMAN TRAFFICKING” tee shirt.  In addition to the message on the front, 
there is a District Rotary Logo on the sleeve.  Rotarians may purchase shirts for $25 
with proceeds going to the Anti-Trafficking Task Force. The funds raised will be used 
to provide education on recognizing human trafficking and what to do when it is 
identified.  The influx of immigrants and the ruthless involvement of cartels and 
gangs has brought about a nationwide increase in the prevalence of trafficking.  Our 
help is needed to free many from a life of misery and enslavement.  It is a great cause, 
and we hope many members will support the effort and purchase a shirt.  Kathy is 
taking orders.  You can email Kathy at kathy@wesselspc.com and she’ll order one (or 
more) for you. Be sure to indicate the size needed.  Kathy will also take orders in 
person at upcoming meetings. 

FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
Today’s raffle featured a 50/50 cash drawing and a bottle of refreshing fine wine!  Relying 
on a very honest and neutral Alleman Jr. Rotarian to pull the tickets, the first lucky winner 
was Dave Hodge who took the cash and donated it back to the Rotary Foundation.  The 
second lucky ticket was held by Tammy Weikert who will have some excellent wine along 
with dinner tonight!  All proceeds from our weekly raffle go to support the Rotary 
Foundation.  We appreciate all who play!   

FINES & HAPPY/SAD DOLLARS 
V.P. Sue has somehow changed the weekly greeting for our “levier of fines.”  The customary chorus of “Boos” has 
change to polite applause.  Must be her feminine charm!  Regardless, she continued her role and levied fines on 
Tracy Pugh and Justin Peterson for leaving the meeting early today.  She also fined everyone sitting in the back 
tables for picking that location as opposed to filling the up-close tables.  (Seems a lot like church!)  Duncan 
Cameron was fined just for being Duncan and then fined again when his phone went off during the meeting.  Mark 
Mayeski had a very happy dollar honoring his daughter Madelyn’s graduation from the University of Iowa.  Dave 
Hodge offered happy dollars for his daughter’s 8th grade soccer prowess and for he and wife Leah’s 4th Anniversary. 
Amber Brummit had a happy dollar for son, Michael, being honored by Rocky Baseball at their 2023 Senior Night 
game AND the Rock won!  John Wetzel had Happy Dollars for his 9th grade grandson who just a freshman played 
Jr. Varsity Tennis for his high school and won the Conference JV Championship; and for his granddaughter who 
passed her 4 months post open heart transplant surgery with flying colors!  Sue Rector had $5 happy dollars 
honoring her 6th-grade grandson’s performance singing and dancing in the Davenport North high school musical. 
Thanks to all for sharing your news and contributions! 

IOWA SIDE HOSTS SUCCESSFUL ALL AREA ROTARY CLUBS SOCIAL  

 

Rotarians from Clubs in both the Illinois and Iowa Quad Cities gathered at 
Crawford Brew Works in Bettendorf on Thursday, May 11th for an afterwork 
“Happy Hour”.  Pete Wessels, Bud Phillis, Kathy Trone, and Bob Swanson 
represented our Club.  It was a beautiful evening on the Crawford Patio 
complete with excellent food, refreshing beverages, and great fellowship.  We 
enjoyed chatting with fellow Rotarians from North Scott, Iowa Quad Cities, 
Bettendorf, River Cities, Twin Rivers RAH, and Davenport.  Kathy Trone even 
sold a “Stop Human Trafficking” tee shirt!  We look forward to more Joint Club 
activities and only wish more from our Club would have joined the fun.  

WE’RE ALMOST AT THE TOP!! 
According to Rotary International, as of April 30, 14 of our 43 clubs in District 6420 have a net gain of new 
members when compared to the last Rotary year. Geneseo, Illinois Valley Sunrise, and Loves Park have a net 
gain of one member.  Kishwaukee Sunrise, Moline, Oregon, Ottawa Sunrise, Princeton, and the Quad Cities club 
all have a net gain of two members. The Ottawa Noon club has a net gain of five new members. Rock 
Island and Toluca have a net gain of six members. The Belvidere club has a net gain of eight new members. 
Rockford leads with a net increase of nine new members.  The year is not over!  Let’s Be Number 1!! 
  
Another way to look at membership in District 6420 is by our total new members. 36 of our 43 clubs 
admitted a total of 103 new members. Only seven clubs lost members, and to this point, have not 
gained any new members. As a District, after 10 months, we have gained 103 new members and lost 
98 members for a net gain of five new members. 
  
There is still six weeks left in this Rotary year. It is a great time to hold a membership drive. The 
District Membership Committee would love to help with anything concerning Rotary membership. 
Contact David Bills, District Membership Committee Chair, Cell: 309-912-0789, or Email: 
dobills@yahoo.com  
  
Submitted by David Bills, District Membership Committee Chair 
 

mailto:kathy@wesselspc.com
mailto:dobills@yahoo.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          GET YOUR BIRDIE PLEDGE IN! 
Kevin Reports after getting off to a great start with 15 pledges for a total of $2,200 
pledged in the first week, things have slowed!  Our Goal is 40 pledges for $5,500. 
During the past week Kevin received just a couple of pledges and our pledge total 
sits at just over $2,300.   So, we still have a long way to go!  Every dollar pledged is 
sent back to Rock Island Rotary along with a Deere Charities bonus of no less than 5%  
No matter the size of your pledge, it comes back to us -- plus more!  All will go to our 
Club Foundation where the principal will be never spent, and the income earned will 
fund our major service projects for the benefit of Rock Island and its citizens. In the 
past we have funded lights for the Rock Island Girls Softball complex, a public shower 
for Christian Care, and helped fund the new Rock Island 30th Street Branch Library.  

GREAT NEWS FROM DISTRICT 6420! 
Our Rotary District does an annual “SHOWCASE” featuring the Earlyact, Interact, and Rotaract Clubs 
in the District.  Clubs submit reports and photos of their activities during the past year and the District 
gives cash awards of $100 to the best ones for use in the Club’s next project.   As you know Rock Island 
Rotary founded and sponsors an Earlyact Club at Jordan Elementary School and an Interact Club at 
Rock Island High School.  We also have a Rotaract Club at Augustana, however they are still “shut 
down” from covid and will be reorganized when the fall term begins.  The great news is that the Jordan 
Earlyact Club and the Rocky Interact Club were winners!  Their clubs are featured in this year’s 
“Showcase 2023” which just was announced on May 11th.  Both Clubs will receive the $100 prize and 
their activity reports and photos were featured in Showcase 2023.  Congratulations to Interact sponsor 
Lonnie Behnke and Earlyact sponsors Jennifer Heckenkamp and Katy Saucedo. If you would like to 
see the Showcase 2023, which includes the reports, photos from our youth clubs and from the other 
four awarded clubs in the district, please double click this link:                                    

  
     Rock Interact                          Jordan Earlyact  
 
 
 
 
 
 

SHOWCASE 

2023.pdf  

IMPORTANT MEETINGS APPROACHING! 
Tuesday, May 23rd – Community Grants Committee please join Chairman Frank Lambert at 11:30am 
Tuesday, May 23rd – Club Foundation Committee please join chairman Justin Peterson at 1:00pm 
Tuesday, May 30th – THE NEW FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE will meet with President Cindi at 1:00pm 
   Club members who chair any fundraising are on this committee and should  
   attend along with any other club members who may have interest. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
Rock Island Rotary will have a food tent at the Milan Harvest Festival in Camden Park August 31 through 
September 4th.  We will need Rotarians, family members, and Interact Students to help staff the tent.  
We’ve come up with a much easier (and DELICIOUS) sales item this year!  We will be selling freshly 
sliced apples covered with caramel and optional walnut chips!  No corn shucking, no cooking or 
refrigerating cheese, lettuce, tomatoes, meat, etc.  We have reserved our spot with the Festival and are 
hoping this will be not only a great fundraiser, but a chance for us to work together, get to know one 
another better, and to experience Rotary fellowship at its finest.  Please mark your calendar and signup 
when volunteers are requested.  The Festival will be bigger and better than ever!     

2023 FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 
Thursday, August 31st    Saturday, September 2nd   Sunday, September 3rd 

5:00–10:00 Carnival    Noon–11:00 Carnival   10:00–3:00p Trading Card Show 
5:00–10:00 Live DJ   9:00a–4:00 Disc golf tournament   Noon–11:00 Carnival 
5:30–7:30 R.I. Little League party  12:30 Battle of the Bands   12:30 High School Choir Showcase: TBD 
6:00–8:00 Bingo in the Camden Centre       12:30 The Sound of Geneseo  1:30 High School Choir Showcase: TBD 

       1:30 Sherrard High School Band 2:30 High School Choir Showcase: TBD 
Friday, September 1st         2:30 Moline Maroon’s Band  3:30 High School Choir Showcase: TBD 
5:00–11:00\ Carnival         3:30 The Pride of Rock Island Band 4:00–8:00 Live DJ 
6:00–8:00 Euchre Tournament   5:00–7:00 Live Music: TBA   8:00 Fireworks 
5:00–6:30 Live Music: Phyllis & One Shark 8:00–11:00 Live Music: Lynn Allen Band 8:30–11:00 Live Music: Class of 
'828:00–11:00 Live Music: Soul Storm 10:00 Raffle and 50/50 Drawing  10:00 Raffle and 50/50 Drawing 
10:00 Raffle and 50/50 Drawing 
      Monday, September 4th       

   Noon–4:00 Carnival   2:00pm Cutest Baby Contest: Winners announced.  

AN EXAMPLE OF OUR CLUB FOUNDATION AT WORK 
Just prior to the pandemic Rock Island Rotary through our Club Foundation made a $10,000 donation to the fund 
field lights for one of the softball diamonds at the Rock Island Girls Softball Complex located adjacent to the 
Hauberg Community Center in Rock Island.  Hundreds of girls from Rock Island participate in games at the 
complex each day through the summer.  Here you see “Rotary Field” one of two fully lighted fields complete with 
scoreboard and adjacent restroom and concession facilities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Rock Island Girls Softball League was formed in 1971 by Mrs. Sam Armetta, who was interested in 
providing a summer-time softball program for girls.   The program not only provides recreation and the 
opportunity for the girls to develop their individual and collective talents, but also strives to instill 
fundamentally good habits and attitudes towards competition, sportsmanship, and teamwork.  This 
ideology in still in place today. 
Your pledge to our Birdies for Charity will ensure that we can continue to fund major improvements for 
our community and its citizens.  See Kevin Koski or the Sergeant’s table for a pledge form. 
 

HAVE YOU JOINED THE POLIO PLUS SOCIETY? 
Foundation chair Sue Rector reminded us that about a year ago 25 or our members were “charter members” of 
Rotary’s Polio Plus Society.  To join one must only agree to donate $100 per year to Polio Plus for as long as it takes 
to eradicate the disease from planet earth.  Hopefully that will be soon!  If you didn’t join last year, you can still be 
a part of the Society.  Just see Sue and make your $100 per year commitment.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Purchase tickets by scanning code or control/click below: 

 

1 Ticket for $5.00 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checko

ut/FXUGYO74Y25BCKJBBX7EWDVK  
 

5 Tickets for $20 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checko

ut/FT7I5FEJZUD2OHZNADQHZM2P  

Purchase tickets by scanning the QR Code of your 

choice, OR Email us at 

rotaryclubrockisland@gmail.com, OR control/click 

the link of your choice below. 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checkout/FXUGYO74Y25BCKJBBX7EWDVK
mailto:rotaryclubrockisland@gmail.com


SIGN UP STARTED LAST WEEK AT ROTARY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rock Island Rotary has arranged a totally FREE event for All Rotarians in the Quad City Area. 

ROTARY NIGHT AT THE BACKWATER GAMBLERS! Sunday, June 25th 
Inclement Weather Date Sunday, July 15th 

THIS IS PURELY A ROTARY SOCIAL EVENT TO LET OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS SHARE IN THE FELLOWSHIP OF ROTARY.  THERE 
WILL BE NO FUNDRAISING OR PLEAS.  JUST FUN IN THE SUN!.  NO CHARGE FOR ADMISSION OR PARKING!  

 
Performing on the scenic waters of the Rock River the Backwater Gamblers are a Nationally Recognized, Award-Winning Ski 
Team.  If you’ve seen or heard of the Tommy Bartlett Water Ski Show at Wisconsin Dells, or the Cypress Gardens Water Ski 
Show at Winter Haven, Florida, the Backwater Gamblers are equivalent in talent and thrills!  Bleacher seating will be provided, 
and ROTARY will have center seating right up front!   There is NO COST for the show, or parking.  Concessions will be availab le, 
and they do “pass the hat” for support.  The fun in the late afternoon sun is outstanding!  There is a mixture of thrills, beauty, 
comedy, costumes, and speed from high pyramid skiing to barefoot racers, and high in the sky ski jumpers!   There is also on 
shore comedy skit entertainment that everyone will enjoy!  Everyone loves the Backwater Gamblers!  Multiple times National 
Ski Champions -- year after year in the National Finals!  Rotary seating will be a large section, seats by “first come.”  The show 
begins at 6:30pm.  Parking opens at 5:30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The BACKWATER GAMBLERS perform on the Rock River at beautiful Ben Williamson Park in Rock Island, 5000 44th 
Street.  Go south off John Deere Road on 44th Street and you will come directly into the parking area.  The ski 
show grandstand seats over 1,300 on the sandy beach of the river. 
There will be PA recognition that Rotary is in the crowd!  All we need from each club is an approximate count of 
how many will be coming from your club.  We need that to ensure that the proper number of seats are *blocked 
off and reserved for Rotarians.  Be sure to let your Rotarians know that they can invite non-Rotarian friends and 
family members.  Just be sure to have them included in your count.  If you have club shirts, caps, etc., encourage 
your members to wear them.  Everyone loves a Ski Show!  Bring the kids, bring grandma!  We want to not only 
have fun, but to make a big “SPLASH” for Rotary!  We need your Club’s count by Monday, June 19th. 

 

Feel free to use this page in emails, or hands outs to promote the event with your club. 

This event is open to all club members, our families, and our friends.  Invite anyone you think might enjoy the 
show and Rotary fellowship.  Prospective members would be outstanding guests to invite!  All we need from you 
is the number of seats you wish to have held for you and your guests.  Sign up at the Sergeant’s table or email 
Bob Swanson bobdebswanson@att.net.  We have invited all area Rotary Clubs, so wear your Rock Island Rotary 
shirt, cap, or whatever you have and let’s make a “SPLASH”!  

mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net


 
 


