
 

 

Mar. – May Calendar 
Apr 18 - Rotary Awards 
  Luncheon  
Apr 25 - Dr. James Patterson 
  “Getting to Yes or No”—
  negotiating skills  
May 2 - Mary Ann McLeod -  
  “Living in the 4th  Quarter 
   with No Regrets”  
May 9 - Sara Leonard - Earl  
  Hanson School 
May 16 - Ed Tibbetts – Comm- 
  unity Journalism   
May 23 - Sara Cross - First Tee  
  Quad Cities update.  
May 30 - The I-74 Bridge  
  Demolition - Image  
  Consultants 
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51ST Annual 
BERT BLOOD 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Bert Blood was born in 1870 on a farm near 
Cambridge, Illinois, graduated from Iowa’s 
Cornell College and then the University of 
Chicago.  He was Superintendent of Schools in 
Tiskilwa and Park Ridge, Illinois for 17 years, 
and served as President of the Cook County 
Teachers Association and as Secretary of the 
Educational Council of Cook County.  In 1917, he opened the A.M. Blood Co., a 
school supply business in Rock Island.  Bert became a Rock Island Rotary Club 
member in 1920 and served as our club’s honorary president during 1969 – 70. He 
chaired the agricultural committee of the Rock Island Chamber of Commerce and 
although an urban businessman, never lost touch with his rural roots. He organized 
our club’s annual Rural/Urban program up to his death, at age 101 in 1972.  Bert not only challenged 4-H students to 
academic excellence, but also worked to ensure that Rock Island Rotary kept in touch with our dependence on rural 
production and supply.  To honor his 101 years of life and preserve his rural legacy, our Club established a $101 memorial 
scholarship in 1973.  Now in our 51st year of presenting the scholarship with the help of the Rock Island County Extension & 
4-H Education Foundation it has grown from one scholarship of $101 to five scholars receiving a share of $4,750  in 
scholarships.  Today three area high school seniors presented their projects to us.  Each chose to speak more in terms of 
their overall career in 4-H as opposed to a single project.  Each has done numerous projects over many years.  The winner 
of our 1st Prize, $1, 500 Scholarship was Matthew Callahan from Moline High School and a member of the Magical Muggles 
4-H Club.  Matthew is pictured with John Flaherty a 4-H Extension Director, Jenny Garner Country Director of the University 
of Illinois Extension for Henry, Mercy Stark, and Rock Island Counties, and 
Rotary 1st Vice-President Eric Westphall.  Matthew stated that he was in his 
10th year of 4-H membership and said he was a 3rd generation member 
following in the footsteps of his parents and grandparents.  He spoke of 
doing projects in raising rabbits and poultry and had photos of winning 
championships in both species.  He said he learned lessons in responsibility 
caring for his animals, breeding them, and selling eggs from his poultry.  He 
also did projects in sewing and multiple areas of art. The latter has led to his 
decision to pursue a career in art planning to attend the School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago.  Matthew also told of projects his Club completed 
which included packaging rice meals for delivery to Ukraine and preparing sacked meals for homeless in our community.  
He said one of the aspects he loves in 4 H is that it is totally inclusive where all are welcome and encouraged to grow and thrive.    

Winning the #1,250 scholarship was Anna Taylor a senior from Sherrard 
High School and a member of the Trail Blazers 4-H Club.  She began her 
comments with “Ride, Listen, Watch.”  She said there were key words when 
she first began being around horses.  She too is a veteran of multiple 4-H 
projects including welding, photography, cooking, horsemanship, and horse 
judging.  Showing photos of her equestrian activities and performances at 
fairs, she showed how from 14 months old to her current status as a high 
school senior 4-H has been a major factor in her life.  She told how those 
experiences taught her confidence, respect, acceptance, and family values.  
Anna plans to attend Black Hawk East Community College and will major in 
agriculture with an emphasis on equestrian studies.             See Scholarship page 2 



FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
Today’s raffle included a 50/50 Cash Drawing, a handmade Angela Campbell Fabric Bowl, and 
a bottle of fine wine.  The first lucky ticket drawn was held by Reginald Lawrence and he 

opted to take the bowl.  The second winner was Alleman Jr. Rotarian Lincoln Dorsey who 
filled his pocket with the cash.  The final ticket was held by our Raffle Master, Bud 
Phillis who took the wine (and forgot to take it home!).  We’ll lock it up and have it for 
Bud at next week’s meeting!  Thanks to everyone who participated.  Proceeds go to 
support the Rotary Foundation. 
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Club Notes & Announcements! 

 

WELCOME GUESTS –  Today we had many guests including John 
Flaherty, Sheila Guse, Becky Buckrup, McCala Crawford, and Michelle 
Chavez from the Extension 4-H.  Family members of the students 
honored today that joined us were Ben & Luci Goodnight parents of 
Ella Goodnight, Bob & Chris Taylor patents of Anna Taylor, and Luanne 
Bruckner, grandmother of Matthew Callahan.  We also had two Rocky 
Jr. Rotarians, and four Alleman Jr. Rotarians.  Rock Island Rotary is 
always pleased to welcome guests to our meetings.  We hope you will 
join us again. 
 

ROTARY AWARDS LUNCHEON NEXT TUESDAY – Lunch will be served 
starting at 11:30 with the program getting underway at 12 noon.  We 
anticipate many visitors will accompany our award winners so please arrive a 
bit early so you can get through the buffet line and be seated prior to the 
start of the program.   
 

NOTHING READS LIKE A BOOK CHALLENGE – President Cindi “Walked the 
Walk and Talked the Talk” today making a personal donation toward our 
District Project to provide 1 book per Club member to help stock the new 
Rock Island 30th Street Branch library with quality children’s books; AND she 
challenged all to match her!  We currently have 93 members (5 Honorary, 24 
corporate, and 64 individual) so we need a minimum of 93 books!   
 

ANNUAL ROTARY RAFFLE TICKETS AVAIABLE! – Get your raffle tickes 
from Gary Rowe.  Proceeds fund our “Service Above Self” scholarship for Rock 
Island High School students. Tickets are $5 or 5 for $20.  There are FIVE 
prizes, each for a $200 gift card for a local Wine & Dine establishment!   See 
page 5. 
 

DONUTS FOR GROWN-UPS is Thursday, April 20TH At Earl Hanson 
Elementary School.  We need four more Rotarians from 7:30am and you’ll be 
all done by 8:15 a.m.  See Page 3 for more detaila. 
 

HAVE ITEMS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER? – Send to bobdebswanson@att.net  
The Weekly Review is distributed each Tuesday afternoon.   

 

SCHOLARSHIPS – 

Winning a $1,000 scholarship was Ella Goodnight as senior from 
Rockridge High School and a member of the Edgington G0-Getters 4-H 
Club.  Ella joined 4-H at 7 years old and has done projects with swine and 
horses including showing at fairs.  She has also done projects in 
photography, painting, metal work, and plastics.  She attributes 4-H for 
her skills in leadership and public speaking having served as president, 
vice-president, and secretary of her Club for multiple years.  Ella will be 
attending Luther College in the fall studying neuroscience.  Rotary 
congratulates all three of our 2023 winners!           See SCHOLARSHIPS page 3. 

http://www.rirotary.com/
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net


BERT BLOOD SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 2023 
 

Rotary Bert Blood Scholarship Chair John Wetzel 
organizzed and presided over today’s program.   Jenny 
Garner, County Director of the University of Illinois 
Extension noted that the University of Illinois is a “Land 
Grant” University established by executive order of 
President Abraham Lincoln and subsequently enacted into 
law by congress.  The Extension offices serve as “field 
offices” for the University and are there to serve the 
communities in which they are located.  She told of the 
Quac City Flower and Garden Show saying it is better than 
its counterpart in Chicago and that is it entirely put on by 
their master gardners and Extension horticulturalists.   
She also said that the Illinois Extension, was a founding member of the Extension 
Disaster Education Network, and is part of a collaborative multi-state effort by 
Cooperative Extension Services across the country to improve the delivery of services to 
citizens affected by disasters.  The Extension office also offers numerious programs for 
farmers and producers in the four country area they serve.  

 
Tyler Bohnert a freshman at the Univ. of Wisconsin-Platteviller 
is an  Agricultureal Buisiess major.  Evan DeKeyrel a freshman at 
Black Hawk East Community College is majoring in Agricultural 
Production.  Tyer and Evan were each selected to receive $500 
Bert Blood Scholarships to help assist in their continuing 
agriculture education.  The young men were unable to attend 
today’s meeting because of their college class schedules, but 
will be receiving notification and information on how to receive 
their scholarships.  Congratulations to Tyler and Evan! 

 
 

Ella Goodnight is 
shown with her 
parents Ben & Luci 
Goodnight,  Ella is 
a  Rockridge High 
School Senior. 

 
 
Bob & Chris Taylor, are 
shown with daughter 
Anna Taylor, a senior at 
Sherrard High School. 

Matthew Callahan shown with granmother 
Luanne Bruckner.  Matthew will attend The 
Art Institute of Chicago in the fall. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

The winners pose with John Glaherty, Eric Westphall & John Wetzel. 



Donuts with Grown-ups at Earl Hanson 
Six Rotarians are needed to help with “Donuts with Grown-ups” at the Earl Hanson Elementary School Gym on 
Thursday, April 20.  We need you there by 7:30am and you’ll be all done by 8:15 a.m.  
 

Duties will be handing out coffee, juice, and donuts to Earl Hanson parents, faculty and staff.  As you can see from 
the photo our members who helped last year had a great time (and a few donuts!) 

 
As you can see 
Rotarians who helped 
last year had a great 
time!   
 
Contact Sue Rector to 
volunteer at 563-343-
7985 (cell) or email 
srector@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Please volunteer by contacting Sue Rector at srector@gmail.com or call 563-343-7985 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

FOUNDATION MINUTE 

CLUB FOUNDATION GRANT APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE!  
Each year our Rock Island Rotary Club Foundation provides a major funding grant or grants to a local project that will 
benefit the Rock Island Community and Citizens.  During covid the grant was not made therefore this year we have 2-
years of funds available making our available grant almost $25,000.  Our Club Foundation Committee has worked 
hard developing a new grant application which is available online through our website, www.rirotary.com and is also 
being disseminated via various local not-for-profit organization mailing lists. Funds for our grants come from the 
income earned from donations made to our Club Foundations which are invested.  The actual donated funds are not 
spent and are held as an endowment earning interest and dividends which annually provide the funds used for our 
grants.  Club members are encouraged to donate to the Club Foundation.  Grants are restricted to projects benefiting 
Rock Island and its citizens.  Please help disseminate information about our grants to community projects you are 
aware of.  We thank the Club Foundation Grants Committee for their work. Chair Justin Peterson, Doug Hultquist, 
Kathy Lelonek, Dan McNeil, Sue Rector, Molly Shattuck, John Wetzel.  And the foundation Development Committee: 
Chair John Phillips, Stan Coin, Clarence Darrow, Tom Hammar, Mike Oberhaus, John Slover, Bill Stengel, and Eric 
Westphall.   

 

Rotary International’s Month of Maternal & Child Health 
 
 

The news this week is from Belize, Central 
America, where Zoila Palma Gonzalez, a 
journalist at Breaking Belize News, reports on 
a Rotary International Global Grant for a 
project at the Kolbe Foundation, a Nonprofit 
Agency dedicated to helping inmates and their 
family. Valued at $174,000, the Rotary 
Foundation Global Grant will provide 
accessories aimed at improving the literacy 
standards of inmates at the Belize Central 
Prison in Hattieville. Through a learning 
software dubbed RACHEL (Remote Area 
Community Hotspot Education and Learning), 
the program will teach over 400 inmates 
English and Phonics, Reading, Writing, 
Mathematics and Computer skills. The RF 
Global Grant provides inmates with 240 
Chromebooks, headsets, desks, printers, 
stationery, and training. 
 

The pilot project is being offered at St. Martin De Porres School for students to have access to the literacy accessories. 
The Rotary Club of Port Moody partnered with The Rotary Foundation on the grant. 
 
  
  
( 

mailto:srector@gmail.com
http://www.rirotary.com/


ALLEMAN OPTS FOR CORPORATE MEMBERSHIP 
Alleman Catholic High School has requested a switch from an individual membership currently in the name of 
Bryant Beal to a Corporate Membership in the name of Alleman Catholic High School.  Bryant will remain the 
“active” member for Alleman, but we will be adding three new Rotarians as “associate” members.  Those positions 
will be filled by Lindsey Herbert, who has been a frequent visitor bringing the Alleman students, Emily Roach the 
Alleman Business Manager, and Mike Lootens, co-Principal. The application for Corporate membership was 
received today and requires Board Approval after the normal 2-week period for comment.  Send comments to 
membership chair Mary Fislar at mlfrlf1315@yahoo.com or to President Cindi Gramenz at cgramenz15@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Bryant Beal       Tom Lootens   Emily Roach               Lindsey Honert 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Nothing Reads Like a Book! 
2022-2023 District-Wide Service Project 

For the 2022-2023 Rotary year, our District-wide service project extends the good work of our 
District and Club’s Literacy Committees by asking each Rotarian in our District to donate one new 
book to a local library.  Rock Island Rotary decided to donate our books to the children’s book 
section at the new 30th Street Rock Island Public Library Branch, By purchasing the needed books 
through the Library we get the best price per book, so cash donations go farther than book donations.  We will have a 
donation box out periodically at our upcoming meetings to accept your donations.  You can donate via check payable 
to Rock Island Rotary noting “Library” on the memo line.  Those can be given to Treasurer Carrie Crossen anytime.   
 
President Cindi made her donation and Challenges each of us to match it (at least donate something, more or less! 

mailto:mlfrlf1315@yahoo.com
mailto:cgramenz15@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Purchase tickets by scanning code or control/click below: 

 

1 Ticket for $5.00 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checko

ut/FXUGYO74Y25BCKJBBX7EWDVK  
 

5 Tickets for $20 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checko

ut/FT7I5FEJZUD2OHZNADQHZM2P  

Purchase tickets by scanning the QR Code of your choice, 

OR Email us at rotaryclubrockisland@gmail.com, OR 

control/click the link of your choice below. 

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/PEB6ZBFH2TVTE/checkout/FXUGYO74Y25BCKJBBX7EWDVK
mailto:rotaryclubrockisland@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EAST MOLINE-SLVIS ROTARY CLUB 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY 

PROJECTS IN EAST MOLINE & SILVIS 

 

$40 per person-Entry fee, heavy hors d'oeuvres and 
1 drink ticket. (Team entry is $70)  

Cash bar available 
 

THURSDAY APRIL 20TH,. 2023  

5:30-9:00 PM 
RUST BELT, EAST MOLINE IL 61244 

 
FINAL DEADLINE IS APRIL 11th - NO ENTRIES AT THE DOOR 

 
Ask about sponsorship opportunities as well!! 

 
For more information or to register: Email 
 Jaclyn Mayse almosthome4u@gmail.com 

Amanda Thompson jmhomesassistant@gmail.com 
 

ENJOY PLAYING EUCHRE?  HELP A SISTER CLUB AND HAVE FUN TOO! 

mailto:almosthome4u@gmail.com
mailto:jmhomesassistant@gmail.com


EAST MOLINE - SILVIS ROTARY CLUB 

EUCHRE TOURNAMENT 
 

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO COMMUNITY PROJECTS IN 
EAST MOLINE & SILVIS 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 20TH | 5:30PM-9:00PM 
RUST BELT, EAST MOLINE, IL 61244 

Tournament consists of 4 rounds of 12 hands each. 
Heavy hors d'oeuvres will be provided. Cash bar available. 

 

Prizes: Determined by number of entrants and will be awarded at the end of the 
night. Top 3 teams will receive a cash prize. 

 

Registration is due by or before April 17th. No entries at the door. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
ENTRY FEES: 
$40 per person or $70 per team (2 people) 
 

NAME ___________________________________ 
 
TEAM MEMBERS NAME IF APPLICABLE _________________________________ 
 
PHONE ______________________  EMAIL ________________________________
  
5:00-5:30PM Registration. Please meet at the Rust Belt, 533 12th Ave, East Moline, IL. Plan to 
arrive early and enjoy food and drinks before the tournament begins. 
 

5:45PM Tournament Guidelines. We will review rules once everyone finds their seats for the 
first game. 
 

6:00PM Tournament Starts. We will play 4 rounds of 12 hands each. A 40-minute maximum 
will be allowed for each round. 
 

9:00PM Tournament Ends. The scores will be tabulated, and winners will be announced once 
all players have completed their fourth game and returned their scorecards. 
 

Dress Code: Casual Attire 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Make checks payable to East Moline-Silvis Rotary 
 

Payments will be accepted via the following (check one) : Mail registration form & check to 
3801 7th Street, East Moline, IL 61244 

 

Pay at the door on the night of the event Venmo East Moline Silvis Rotary 

 

Email registration forms to Jaclyn Mayse almosthome4u@gmail.com or Madison Miller 
madisonmiller0@gmail.com (if not mailed in) by or before April 17th. 
 


