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Today’s guest speaker was Chris Van Speybroeck, Vice President of the 
Children's Therapy Center of the Quad Cities.  Van Speybroeck earned his 
Bachelor of Arts in history from Loras College.  He worked in the insurance industry from 2004 to 2012 and then 
accepted a teaching position at United Township High School.  He left teaching in January of 2014 to accept his 
current position at the Children’s Therapy Center.  His principal duties are fund raising and heading up the 
development efforts of the organization. The Children’s Therapy Center provides physical, occupational, speech, 
and feeding therapy for children, regardless of insurance status or ability to pay. The center also helps with other 
services: diaper drives, food basket donations for the holidays, drives for coats and hats, and partners with Metrolink 
to help patients get to their location.  Providing services regardless of insurance or ability to pay makes reliance on 
fundraising critical for the continued operation of the  center.  In addition to his duties with the Center, Van 
Speybroeck is a dedicated Rotarian.  He was a member of our Club from 1988 to 1992 and came back to Rotary in 
2014 joining the East Moline-Silvis Club.  He served as the East Moline – Silvis president in 2018-2019.  He began his 
comments by mentioning how helpful and supportive Rotary Clubs and Rotarians in our club have been of the 
Children’s Therapy Center and again offered his thanks for our Club’s $2,000 donation made in 2017 to help equip 
the “Rotary Room” at the Center’s then brand-new facility at 4450 48th Ave Court in Rock Island.   Van Speybroeck 
said the Children’s Therapy Center of the Quad Cities, NFP, is an outpatient pediatric rehabilitation center that 
provides physical, occupational, speech and feeding therapy. While they serve all children, they are a major provider 
of services for children from birth to age five.  The Therapy Center often see kids and their families at their worst: 
when they have just learned that their child has a life-altering or life-threatening condition. Rather than focusing on 
a child's limitations, the Center focuses on what he/she CAN do with appropriate therapy and consistent effort.  
Their goal is to help a child achieve his/her highest level of independence.  Their 13,000 sq. ft. Rock Island clinic has 
plenty of room to accommodate all treatment needs.  A second clinic located in Davenport allows the Center to 
provide a second convenient location for families.  The Center deals with all types of needs including speech, 
physical, occupational, and feeding therapy.  They work with children with Cerebral palsy, Downs syndrome, cancer, 
stroke, plus victims of accidents.  All that is required to get services is a doctor’s referral.  Chris stated that what sets 
the Children’s Therapy Center apart from other clinics and rehab centers is a policy of 1) No caps on the number of 
children served; 2) No insurance required; 3: No public health assistance required; 4: and no proof of ability to pay 
required.  He said 80% of their patient families do not have the ability to pay for services.  Fees received from patient 
families and insurance amount to only 25% of the costs of services provided.  The remaining 75% comes from 
donations and fundraising.  Chris noted that our community has been extraordinarily generous in support for the 
Center.  He also noted that their largest fundraiser, The Chuck Long Charity Auction is quickly approaching.  This 
year it is an eleven-day on-line auction starting April 25th and ending May 7th.   Use this link to join the auction fun: 
https://www.ctcqc.org/chuck-long-charity-auction .  Finally, control/click on this link to see a short 90-second video 
visit to the Children’s Therapy Center.  We weren’t able so show it at our meeting today, but it’s worth watching. 
https://youtu.be/kbCAaqV7E8o.  Thank you Chris for a great presentation! 

 

April - May Calendar 
Apr 19  -  Chris Van Spybroek - Children's 
  Therapy Center Q.C. 
Apr 26  -  NO MEETING – Attend the 
  District Conference! 
May 3   -  Dr. Katie Powers, Pediatric 
  Physical Therapy specialist 
May 10 -  Sarah Leonard – Earl Hanson 
  Principal 
May 17 -  Aaron Sutherland- IL  
  Casualty Company 
May 24 -  Dr. Julie Schroeder - Life and 
  Family Medical 
May 31 -  Megan Brown-Saldana   
  Lead(HER)-Exec. Director 

https://www.ctcqc.org/chuck-long-charity-auction
https://youtu.be/kbCAaqV7E8o
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 NO MEETING NEXT WEEK – APRIL 26th – GO TO THE DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DON’T FORGET – KEEP THEM ENGAGED for April we are collecting  Sidewalk 
chalk/bubbles/ other simple games/summer fun – indoors or outdoors.  We need 
to supply 300 Earl Hanson students and want each to get a fully supplied 
summer bag to “Keep Them Engaged”.  Bring your donation for the April cause 
or just drop a few dollars in the collection box on the badge table and we’ll do 
the shopping for you!   
 

GREETERS NEEDED – Please sign up at the Sergeant at Arms table.  It’s a great 
way for newer members to meet fellow Rotarians and for long time members 
to meet our newer members.  Spots are open for all meeting dates in May and 
beyond.  All  you need to do is to arrive a bit early for your meeting.  Bring a 
smile and handshake or fist bump. 
 

WINE RAFFLE TICKETS – We still have a number of members who have not 
picked up their 5 wine raffle tickets.  Ruth Lee and Gary Rowe have them at each 
Tuesday meeting. If you are not able to attend, please email Gary at 
gnrowe47@gmail.com or call 309-948-3403 and he will send them to you.  
Tickets are $20 each and you are welcome to keep or sell them as you please.  
All proceeds from the raffle will go to fund our Fred Houlton “Service Above 
Self” scholarship which will be presented annually to a deserving graduate from 
Rock Island High School 
 

NEWSLETTER – Send items for our newsletter to bobdebswanson@att.net.  
Committee chairs be sure to send notification of upcoming meetings. 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 4514 

Rock Island, IL 61204 
www.rirotary.com 
 

Officers 
Justin Peterson, President 
Cindi Gramenz, 1st Vice Pres. 
Eric Westphall, 2nd Vice Pres. 
Anne McGlynn, Secretary 
Carrie Crossen, Treasurer 
Angela Campbell, Past President 
 

Board Members 
Amber Brummit 
John Daly  
Rick DeVinney 
Monta Ponsetto  
Sue Rector  
Gary Rowe  
Molly Shattuck 
Kathy Trone 
Bob Swanson Co-Sgt.-at-Arms 
Cindi Gramenz Co-Sgt.-at-Arms 
 

Program Chairs      
         2021-22 
Aug-Sept  –  Gary Rowe 
Oct -  Nov –  Frank Lambert 
Dec-Jan  –  John Wetzel 
Feb-Mar  –  Kai Swanson/ 

            Dave Hodge 
Apr-May  –  Kathy Trone/ 
        Jeff Rose 
Jun-Jul  –  Tom Hammar 

WELCOME GUESTS –  We were pleased to welcome several guests at today’s 
meeting.  Visiting Rotarian Duncan Cameron joined us from Naples, FL and 
former member Trisha Barron was back from Dillon, Colorado.  Two “soon to 
be” members also joined us.  Tracy Pugh, a member of the Rock Island-Milan 
School Board and a Botanical Center Board member attended as did Tyla 
Sherwin-Cole, Executive Director of the Doris & Victor Day Foundation.  Both 
have applied for membership.   We are delighted to welcome visitors and very 
excited to have prospective new members in attendance.    

FINES – HAPPY/SAD DOLLARS 
A chorus of “Boos” welcomed 2nd VP Eric Westphall as he took the rostrum and vowed to catch up for the past few 
weeks of no fines.  John Oliger and Tammy Weikert paid $1 each for having to leave early today.  Bob Swanson 
was fined for several phone interruptions during both the recent Board meeting and a previous Club meeting.  Bob 
was fined again along with Kai Swanson, Tammy Weikert, Rebecca Arnold, and Angela Campbell for an online 
photo of participants in the Rock Island High School Professionals Day.  Tom Hammar and Frank Lambert 
paid fines (as CPAs) for the passing of Tax Day, April 18th.  Bud Phillis offered a happy Dollar for the Cubs 
1st place start this season.  He was joined by Bud Phillis, Justin Peterson, John Daly, Anne McGlynn, Bob 
Swanson, and Howard Beck.  Then Eric hit the jackpot fining everyone not wearing a Rotary pin or not 
having purchased a least one wine raffle ticket.  Big day for the fining coffers! 

 Rock Island Rotary Literacy Committee Introduces 
 

“Keep them Engaged”  
Summer Packs for Earl Hanson School 

 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOUR DONATIONS 

WE WILL BE PUTTING THE PACKS TOGETHER RIGHT AFTER OUR MAY 10th  
MEETING.  HELP IS NEEDED STAY IF YOU CAN!  MORE HELP = DONE FASTER!  

 

 
 

mailto:gnrowe47@gmail.com
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
http://www.rirotary.com/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOUNDATION MINUTE 
April is the month during which The Rotary Foundation focuses a large section of its funds on projects aimed at 
improving the overall health and sanitation of mothers and their children. In the past five years, TRF has sponsored 
over $130,000,000 worth of grants favoring maternal and child health projects. Some of the achievements of TRF 
pertaining to this month’s theme include the following: 
• Provision of immunizations, birth kits, and mobile health clinics.  
• Educating women how to prevent mother-to-infant HIV transmission, how to breast-feed, and how to 
protect themselves and their children from disease. 
• Distribution of clean birth kits and train health workers in safe delivery of babies. 
• Educating mothers how to breast-feed, promoting immunizations and regular checkups, and distributing 
insecticide-treated bed nets. 
TRF Trustee Chair, John Germ sums up the essence of this month in a message reported in the current Rotary (April 
2022):  
“Rotary members from Austria, Germany, Nigeria, and Switzerland are realizing their dream to help mothers and 
children in Nigeria. In partnership with several organizations, they have launched a multiyear, large-scale project 
to reduce unwanted births and drive down rates of maternal and child mortality. This project, once a vision of a 
few members but now the recipient of Foundation global grants, is training doctors, nurses, and midwives 
throughout all 36 states of Nigeria. 
Every great project begins in the minds of our members. You are the ones who see schools that adolescent girls 
have stopped attending because of the lack of private bathrooms. You are the ones who see families facing food 
shortages, children who can’t read, and communities with health problems caused by mosquitoes. Not only do 
you see these things, because you are in Rotary, you also do something about them.” 

 

 FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
Today’s raffle featured a bottle of fine wine, a beautiful potted plant donated by the 
Wessels Law Firm, AND a 50/50 cash drawing.   Lucky Howard Beck had the first 
winning ticket and took the cash.  He then donated it to the Rotary Foundation. Guest 
Tricia Barron had the second winner and selected the lovely and fragrant blooming as 
her prize.  Keeping up his “Lucky Guy” reputation, Howard Beck also had the third 
ticket drawn and took home a bottle of Barefoot wine.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated.  All proceeds go to the Rotary Foundation. 

JOHN PHILLIPS’ 2022 BASEBALL CHALLENGE! 
John took the rostrum today and bet all other Rotarians that his beloved White Sox would have a better 
record at the end of the regular season than any other Rotarian’s favorite team.  Like last year he backed 
up his bet with $100 and invited any and all comers to bet on their favorite team at whatever amount 
they wished, $25, $50, $100, or more.  Losers” won’t pay John, rather they will pay either our Club’s 
Foundation or the Rotary International Foundation, leaving the option up to the Rotarian betting.  NOT 
SO FAST Mr. White Sox your bet was immediately covered by Bill Stengel betting on the White Sox, John 
Oliger betting on the K.C. Royals, Doug Hultquist betting on the Yankees, Frank Lambert put his money 
on the Cardinals, Sue Rector bet on the Guardians and Bud Phillis, Bob Swanson, and Tom Hammar 
placing their money and hope on the Cubs!  Other are welcome to join the fun.  Email John or Bob.  

LIKE GOOD FOOD AND WANT TO SUPPORT KIDS? 

https://freepngimg.com/png/9969-baseball-png
https://freepngimg.com/png/9969-baseball-png
https://freepngimg.com/png/9969-baseball-png


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ROCK ISLAND ROTARY TRIVIA NIGHT  

SAVE THE DATE – NOVEMBER 11th   

ROCK ISLAND HOLIDAY INN 

NEW MEMBER PROPOSED 
Tyla Sherwin-Cole is Executive 
Director of the Doris & Victor Day 
Foundation.  Prior to accepting 
that position earlier this spring 
she served as executive director 
of Dress For Success Quad Cities 
for three years and also serves as 
a trustee for Eastern Iowa 
Community College.   
Please direct any comments to President Justin 
Peterson, jpeterson@tbkbank.com or 1st Vice-Pres., 
Cindi Gramenz. cgramenz15@gmail.com  

 
 

NEW MEMBER PROPOSED 
Tracy Pugh, had a career as an  
Illinois correctional officer and 
counselor. He is currently a 
member of the Rock Island-
Milan School Board and a Quad 
City Botanical Center Board 
member and serves as the 
Criminal Justice Chair for the 
Rock Island County NAACP.  
Please direct any comments to President Justin 
Peterson, jpeterson@tbkbank.com or 1st Vice-Pres., 
Cindi Gramenz. cgramenz15@gmail.com  

mailto:jpeterson@tbkbank.com
mailto:cgramenz15@gmail.com
mailto:jpeterson@tbkbank.com
mailto:cgramenz15@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

THE FOLLOWING 2 PAGES ARE INTENTIONALLY PRINTED SIDEWAYS SO THEY MAY BE SEEN IN THEIR 
FULL ORIGINAL FORM AND SIZE.  FEEL FREE TO PRINT THESE PAGES TO OBTAIN A REGULAR FULL COPY 
OF THE 2022 BIRDIES FOR CHARITY BROCHURE 

DISTRICT GRANT PROJECT FOR 2022-23 SELECTED 
President-elect Cindi Gramenz reached out to club members over the past two months seeking ideas for our District 
Grant project for the coming Rotary year.  After reviewing a number of suggestions, Cindi selected a Mural Project 
proposed by YouthHope.  Funds for the project will come half from our Club and half in matching funds from District 
6420.  The total project cost is anticipated to be $2,700.  We now begin the process of applying to the District for 
the grant.  The project will go forward only if the District grant is approved.  We believe the project meets all the 
requirements set by the District and anticipate approval in the near future. 

BIRTHDAY BOOKS AT EARL HANSON 
Even though we are not meeting next Tuesday, April 26th we do Birthday Books at Earl 
Hanson Elementary School on the fourth Thursday of each month.  For April, that date is 
April 28th, a week from this Thursday. So, we won’t have a meeting next week to remind 
you that help is needed.  Please mark your calendar and come to Earl Hanson school at 
2:20pm on the 28.  Go to the library.  If asked just let them know you are with Rotary and 
are there for the Birthday Book celebration.  It will take only 45 minutes of your time and 
we promise you’ll be amply rewarded with broad smiles and lots of happy kids.  Molly will 
be heading things up and the books will be there ready for you to assist children in selecting 
a book.  Then they’ll ask you to autograph the book for them.  We suggest “Happy Birthday 
from Rotary” and add you name.  You’ll even receive a cookie for your trouble!   
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