
 

 

 

 AMY JONES 
Director of Philanthropy 

Royal Neighbors of 
America 

 

Amy Jones is a graduate of St. Ambrose 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
journalism and radio/TV production, she earned 
her Master of Arts degree in journalism at the 
University of Iowa.  Prior to joining Royal 
Neighbors in 2017 Ms. Jones served as the Associate Director of Development 
for Unity Point Health - Trinity Health Foundation. She was responsible for 
raising nearly a half million dollars annually and leading the nonprofit’s 
integrated marketing plan.  A successful blogger, Ms. Jones writes for the Quad 
City Moms Blog and the now what? Child Abuse Prevention blog. She also has 
her own popular personal blog, AuthenticallyAmy, which has a strong social 
media following. Her writing focuses on topics such as personal development, career growth, and parenting.  Ms. Jones 
received the Young Community Leader Award from the Quad Cities Jaycees for her volunteerism, and was named the 
2016 Association of Fundraising Professional Quad Cities Chapter Member of the Year. She has also received the Young 
Professional of the Year award from the Quad Cities Chamber. She also serves on the boards of the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals – Quad Cities Chapter, Komen Greater Iowa, GROWTH, Rock Island, and Genesius Guild.  
Royal Neighbors of America, one of the nation’s largest women-led life insurers, empowers women to meet the needs of 
their families with annuities and life insurance products such as whole life, term, simplified issue, and universal life. As 
Director of Philanthrophy Jones leads Royal Neighbors' efforts in the generation and celebration of more than $20 million 
in Social Good annually. From program creation, management, and measurement, Amy engages across various platforms 
with 215,000+ members and more than 200 community chapters nationwide.  Celebrating 130 years of insuring lives and 
empowering women, Royal Neighbors’ corporate social responsibility efforts have spanned from actively supporting the 
passing of the 19th amendment to sewing thousands of masks during the covid pandemic.  Royal Neighbors is a fraternal 
industry leader in developing and employing metrics to measure our volunteer and philanthropic impact of our 
membership. Jones says social good is built into the fabric of the Royal Neighbors culture, leadership, and mission-
alignment.  Amy said that although the pandemic had made life difficult, it did not stop Royal Neighbors from having a 
strong year of philantrophy.  The eitner staff has been working remotely from home since the pandemic began and will 
begin returning to their offices for seven days each month starting in September.  She stressed that the work continued 
with each person doing a little at home, but added together much was accomplished.  According to Jones, Royal Neighbors 
Mission is insuring lives, supporting women, and serving communities.  The association has a 120 year history od doing 
just that from its start as a social club in 1891.  The current National home office in Rock Island was built in 1921 and 
opened in 1922.  It features huge brass front doors, an Austrian chandalier in the entry, and a beautiful 4th floor dining 
room overlooking the Mississippi and Centennial Bridge.  Originally the building had a full gymnasium and workout 
room in the basement.  Those areas are now used for storage and maintenance.  There are 130 employees in the building 
which cost $600,000 to build in 1921.  Royal Neighbors is a fraternal organization dedicated to service, donating over $9 
millinoi in 2020 to hundreds of projects. Each Royal Neighbors “Chapter” which are groups of Royal Neighbors  members 
who join together to tackle or support community projects, can apply to the National Office for grants to help fund their 
projects.  Royal Neighbors also has a “Difference Maker Fund” that give $200 to help encourage community fundraiding 
and service projects.  The Nation of Neighbors is another Royal Neighbors fund providing $10,000 grants to start or help 
grow a non-profit that serves women.  Another Royal Neighbors program provides scholarships which are given based 
on volunteer activities, with academics used only to break ties.  They also have a “Member Relief Fund, that provides 
$200 for members suffering from any sort of natural disaster.  Overall Royal Neighbors measures their Social Good 
impact at over $20.3 million for 2021.  Not bad for working from home!  Another Rock Island treasure, Royal Neighbors!. 

 

July – Sept. Calendar 
Aug 10 - Jack Cullen, Downtown Rock 
  Island partnership  
Aug 17 - Margie Kane, Karples 
  Museum  
Aug 24 - Christan Schrader, Black 
  Hawk Area Special Ed. Dist. 
Aug 31 - Nita Ludwig, Rock Island  
  County Health Department 
Sept 6 - Labor Day Parade 
Sept 7 - Dr. Reginald Lawrence II, 

 “State of the Schools”-Joint 
 meeting with Kiwanis 

Sept 14 - Dave Bills, Rotary District  
  6420 Governor  
Sept 21 - Alfred Ramirez, Diversity in  
  the Workplace   
Sept 28 - Monta Ponsetto, Rock  

  Island-Milan Education 
Foundation 



few days, their homes, farms,  
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HELP NEEDED – AT HEART OF HOPE FOOD PANTRY Volunteers are needed 
from 3:30pm to 5:30pm every Thursday to help make up food packages and 
assist in handing them to needy recipients.  It is stricktly as drive thru, no 
contact distribution.  Heart of Hope also needs old grocery sacks.  They also 
have a clothing ministry and need donations of clothes. Older or slightly used 
men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing will be appreciated. This time of year, 
coats, gloves, and caps, as well as warm pants and shirts/blouses are greatly 
appreciated.  Project chair Steve Morenz will arrange to collect sacks and 
clothing.  Email Steve at smorenz3@gmail.com.   
 

WE ARE BACK TO LIVE MEETINGS so it’s time to get back into the habit of 
attending Rotary and bringing a guest who might also be interested in great 
fellowship, community service, and networking with the area’s leading business 
and service professionals.  Who do you know that would be a great addition to 
our club?   
 

SIGN UP AT SERGEANT’S TABLE – There are two signup sheets at the table: 
1) Sign up to participate in the Labor Day Parade as a walker/candy 

distributor, and 

2) Also last chance to sign up to order your Club polo and/or Club tee 
shirt.  We need to place the order to have them for the Labor Day 
Parade! 

 

 HAVE ITEMS FOR OUR NEWSLETTER?  Email items, including photos to 
Bob Swanson at bobdebswanson@att.net.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

P.O. Box 4514 

Rock Island, IL 61204 
www.rirotary.com 
 

Officers 
Justin Peterson. President 
Cindi Gramenz, 1st Vice Pres. 
Eric Westphall, 2nd Vice Pres. 
Anne McGlynn, Secretary 
Carrie Crossen, Treasurer 
Angela Campbell, Past President 
 

Board Members 
John Daly  
Rick DeVinney 
Dan McNeil 
Monta Ponsetto  
Sue Rector  
Gary Rowe  
Molly Shattuck 
Kathy Trone 
Bob Swanson Co-Sgt.-at-Arms 
Cindi Gramenz Co-Sgt.-at-Arms 
 

Program Chairs      
         2021-22 
Aug-Sept  –  Gary Rowe 
Oct -  Nov –  Frank Lambert 
Dec-Jan  –  John Wetzel 
Feb-Mar  –  Kai Swanson/ 

            Dave Hodge 
Apr-May  –  Kathy Trone/ 
        Jeff Rose 
Jun-Jul  –  Tom Hammar 

WELCOME GUESTS –  Today we welcomed guests Debbi Swanson, wife of Bob 
Swanson and Dick Fislar, husband of Mary Fislar.  We also had one visiting 
Rotarian, Duncan Cameron, from the Naples, FL Club.  Guests are always 
welcome at the “Number One Club”.   How long has it been since you invited a 
friend or colleague to be your guest at Rock Island Rotary?   

FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
Today’s Foundation raffle featured a 50/50 cash drawing and fine wine donated by Anne 
McGlynn!  The first ticket drawn was held by Bill Stengel who opted for the cash and 
promptly donated it to the Rotary Foundation.  The second ticket taking home the wine 
was held by guest, Dick Fislar who had previously given a happy $20 in honor of his 
anniversary with bride Mary.  Nice to know they will have wine to go with their celebration 
dinner!  Thanks to all who participated.  Proceeds go to the Rotary Foundation. 

WELCOME OUR NEWEST MEMBER! 
Kathy Ruggeberg is currently the Assistant Superintendent of Teaching & 

Learning for the Rock Island-Milan School District #41. She is a three-time 

graduate (Bachelor’s, Master’s, and Ph.D.) of Illinois State University. Kathy 

works with administrators and teachers in all areas of curriculum, instruction, 

and assessment  She is no stranger to Rotary, having been a member and officer 

of the former Milan Area club.  Kathy and husband Chad reside in Davenport.  

President Peterson had the pleasure of inducting her at today’s meeting.  She 

was inducted today by President Peterson.  Please welcome Kathy! 

mailto:smorenz3@gmail.com
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
http://www.rirotary.com/


 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     FOUNDATION MINUTE 
Welcome to August, the Month of Membership and New Club Development in Rotary!  

By now Rotary Clubs all over the world are settling down to their new schedule for the new Rotary Year, including 
welcoming district governors and hosting diverse guests. At the same time The Rotary Foundation is planning 
authorizing grassroot projects and designating contributions that support Foundation programs and grants. 
   
The Rotary Foundation’s Trustee Chair, John Germ, believes that with more members in Rotary, “the Foundation 
could do even more good in the world. We would have more hands to set up water, sanitation, and hygiene 
projects, so that more people could access clean water. We would have more minds to plan global grants projects 
that support prenatal services, so that more babies could live. We could fund more district grants that support 
literacy, so that more people could learn to read.” 
 
In his inaugural message, President Shekhar Mehta reminds the 1.2 million Rotarians in more than 220 countries 
that “we are a membership organization, and members are our greatest asset.”  Mehta puts the icing on the cake 
when he promises that “ …every Rotarian who sponsors a member will be personally recognized by me. And those 
who are successful in bringing in 25 or more members will be part of our new Membership Society.” 
 
Now, Rotarians, that’s something to work toward! Let’s take President Mehta at his word. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROTARY BASEBALL CHALLENGE 
Diehard White Sox fan John Phillips has thrown down the gauntlet!  He has heard enough from the Cardinals, 
Cubs, Brewers, Yankees, and fans of other major league teams!  John says it is time to “Put up or Shut up!” 
So, here is his challenge: “We have many baseball fans in our club who are loyal to their teams.  Cubs, Cardinals 
and White Sox dominate but there are other teams as well.  These teams are doing well this year and have post 
season aspirations.  As a Sox fan, I am willing to bet that the win/loss record for the White Sox will be better 
than the other teams at the end of the regular season.  If they do not have the best record, I will donate $100 
to the Rock Island Rotary Foundation.  I challenge the other fans of their favorite teams to do the same.  If their 
team does not have a better record than the other teams in the challenge, they agree to donate $100, $50, or 
$25 to the Rock Island Rotary Foundation or the Rotary International Foundation (their choice).”   
 

To join the Challenge, we need to know your name, your team, and the amount you agree to pledge if your 
team does not have a better final record than other teams in the challenge. Rotarians can let John or Bob 
Swanson know if they want to participate. Who is willing to face the Challenge and add your name? 

              
 

 
 John Phillips     Frank Lambert       Anne McGlynn   Duncan Cameron       Doug Hultquist      John Oliger      
  Bill Stengel            Bob Swanson  
Jim Nordquist                          Jim Moran 
  Kathy Trone          Gary Rowe 

       Justin Peterson 
        Molly Shattuck 
           Bud Phillis 

 
  The list is growing!  

STILL TIME TO JOIN THE FUN 

Email bobdebswanson@att.net  

Name your team and your bet! 

mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINE AUCTION SPONSORS NEEDED 
 

Rock Island Rotary will hold a 2 week long “ON-LINE” Silent Auction of High Quality Wine 
Starting in Mid-August Nearly $7,000 worth of wine will be auctioned and the event will 
be widely publicized far beyond our Club members.  We anticipate reaching thousands of 
people in the Quad Cities and surrounding region.  The wine was a very generous 
donation, but we have the cost of shipping, taxes and miscellaneous expense for 
preparing the wine for auction.  TIME IS SHORT – PLEASE EMAIL TODAY!  Deadline tomorrow! 

Here are the Sponsor opportunities: 
 

Auction Sponsors – You/Your Business or Entity will be recognized as an Auction Sponsor in all pre-auction 
promotions on Facebook, Twitter, Internet, and directed emails.  You will also be shown as a sponsor in the On-
Line Auction itself for the entire time the auction is open (minimum of 2 weeks)!                    Cost - $200.00 
 

Swag Sponsors – Your Buisiness or Entity provides Swag promoting your business which will be added to an auction 
item.  That item will then be named including your name.  I.e., “John Doe Company Nobis Cabernet Sauvignon 
Delight”.  That name will appear on the item throughout the auction (minimum of 2 weeks) continuing all the way 
through to the successful purchase of the item.                                               Variable Cost -  $100, $150, $200 
 

Email Jeff jrose@ambankqc.com or Ruth Lee rotarianruth@gmail.com to get your 
business or organization in the auction promos+ Thanks to those that have signed up!! 

                 BLOOD DRIVE – TODAY 
                         

Rotarians held our annual Blood Drive today and invited Rock Island Kiwanis members to join us.  All 
together we had 13 donors.  Because of the pandemic blood and plasma have been in a critically short 
supply for the past year.  We are please to have helped reduce that shortage and look forward to 
another Club blood drive in November.  Thanks to all who donated!   
 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER APPLICANT 
Erin Williams was a visiting guest with us last Tuesday and on Wednesday we received her 
application for membership in our Club.  Erin is the Director of Annual Giving at Augustana 
College.  She earned her bachelor’s degree from Northern Illinois University.  Erin and 
husband Mike reside in Bettendorf.  She will be joining as an associate member under the 
Augustana College corporate membership.  She has spent her career working with non-
profits including Gilda’s Club, the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, and United Way 
of the Quad Cities.  Director comments to Justin Peterson or Cindi Gramenz.  Please make 
Erin feel welcome and take time to say “Hi” when you see her at a meeting.   

mailto:jrose@ambankqc.com
mailto:rotarianruth@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WATCH YOUR EMAIL NEXT WEEK FOR DETAILS ON HOW TO GO ONLINE AND PREVIEW ALL OF 

THE ITEMS THAT WILL BE UP FOR BIDS! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

TODAY’S FINES & HAPPY/SAD DOLLARS 
Cindi Gramenz & Marcy Bell each were fined for leaving early today.  Guest Dick Fislar gave $20 in honor of his 
anniversary with Mary and another $20 for the two of them being inducted into the Senior Olympics Hall of Fame.  
Congratulations!   John Wetzel, Gary Rowe, and Bud Phillis all had sad dollars for the Cubs trading Rizzo, Baez, Bryant, 
and Kimbrel.  Duncan Cameron was fined $1 for his phone ringing during the meeting.  Carrie Crossen had a sad dollar 
for the passing of her 5- year-old golden retriever.  Kai Swanson paid a happy dollar for his grandson’s appearance in 
a currently running John Deere TV commercial.  He’s the little guy asking, “Can tractors fly?”  All fines go to the Rotary 
Foundation to help carry on our great philanthropic activities worldwide.   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

PUMPKIN PALOOZA 2021! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Pumpkins Palooza 2021 plans are in the works. 
Each year generous Rotarians have supported a bright orange t-shirt for each of the 
kids and teachers in 1st and 2nd grade at Earl Hanson.  These are pretty prized gifts for 
the kiddos, and we want to continue the tradition this year.   
 
Might you consider joining a small, but mighty, group of Rotarians who have 
consistently sponsored these treasures?  The investment is $100, and we do have the 
opportunity to include your logo or name on the shirts.  Believe me you get good 
mileage from your sponsorship - the smiles are awesome, and these shirts truly are 
worn throughout the year. 
 
If you are interested, let Sue Rector know at srector3614@gmail.com.  We will need 
to know by August 31 so that we can get the shirts ordered and ready to go for our 
October fun with the kiddos. 
Humor from Dr. Bud Phillis - 

mailto:srector3614@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Rock Island Rotary TRIVIA NIGHT 

Friday, November 12th at 6:30pm 

SAVE the DATE and get your team together for Rock Island Rotary’s 

annual fundraiser! Cash prizes, cash bar, 50/50, silent auction and 

TONS of FUN with MR. TRIVIA!!!  

This fundraiser supports Earl Hanson Elementary School and RI Rotary 

Community Grants. Corporate Sponsorships are available! 

When: Friday, November 12th , 2021 

Where: Milan Community Center, 2701 1st Street East, Milan 

Time: 6:30pm START time, doors open at 5:45pm 

Cost: $100 a table, up to 10 players 

RSVP: Kathy Trone 309-794-9400 or Kathy@wesselspc.com 

 

The Rock Island Rotary Club is challenging all other Rotary Clubs in the 

QC Area to participate and TRY to win the “Traveling Trophy” for the 

SMARTEST ROTARY CLUB! 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

SAVE THE DATE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attached are our Club’s final District Survey results that President Peterson 
submitted to the District.  We received 21 completed surveys back from 
members.  As you will see we do A LOT of things very, very well but it did identify 
some areas of improvement.  Justin asked that we share the results with the Club 
so we can all see our strengths and weaknesses.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


