
 

 
 

 
 

 

Davenport Junior 
Theater 

Daniel Sheridan has served as artistic 
director for Davenport Junior Theatre for 
the past 11 years.  During that time DJF 
has shown tremendous growth in the 
nation's second-oldest children's theater.  
Since 2008, DJT (which serves area kids 
ages 3-18) has exploded from 300 
registrations to about 1,800 this season, from 30 towns in the area. A big 

growth engine has been the dance program, which launched in 2011 and has expanded from 60 to 240 
student.  At the end of June, Sheridan will resign as artistic director and the 36-year-old Davenporter and 
DJT alum will stay as the city's performing arts supervisor and will continue to oversee all DJT theater and 
dance classes, camps, and programs. Sheridan also will continue to oversee the city-owned facility at 2822 
Eastern Ave., its development, and all rentals.  Junior Theatre, Inc. creatively enriches the lives of Quad-City 
Area youth by offering education in the Performing Arts.  Their Vision is to build on its lasting heritage to 
become a premier center for the performing arts for youth of all ages and ability levels, enriching their 
childhood experiences and their knowledge of the performing arts to lead them to a brave, bold tomorrow.  
DJT advocates six primary values: Self-Confidence: We enhance students' life-long ability to express 
themselves with clarity and conviction.  Friendship: We provide a safe environment where students interact 
and form lasting relationships.  Responsibility: We promote a team environment in which students rely on 
each other and themselves to fulfill their goals.  Creativity: We foster individuality and unique ideas 
expressed on stage and beyond. Inclusiveness: We make programs and performances affordable and 
accessible to all.  Fun: We believe that theatre arts should be enjoyable, and that FUN is essential to our 
quality of life. A rosy as the picture may look, it has not always been that way.  Founded in 1951 by Leone 
Bredbeck and Mary Fluhrer Nighswander,  their first production debuted in that same year.  Junior Theatre 
rehearsed and performed in various parks, theatres, and churches. The dream of a permanent home came 
true in 1976 when the City of Davenport bought the Annie Wittenmyer Complex and designated three 
cottages and the chapel for the program. Over the next four years, Junior Theatre, Inc. invested 
approximately $750,000 and countless volunteer hours toward its renovation. Over the following 10 years 
participation decreased as expenses increased.  In 2008 the Junior Theater was on the verge of closing shop 
permanently when Sheridan, more or less pleaded with the city to give him one year to rebuild the program.  
Fortunately for the Quad Cities, his request was granted, and the success story took off to reach previously 
unheard-of heights. DJT now offers theater classes, camps, and workshops as well as dance classes in 
ballet, tap, jazz, and hip hop.  There are even classes in tumbling.  They continue to offer mainstage 
productions in the renovated Mary Fluhrer-Nighswander Theatre, a 350-seat house, fully equipped with a 
sound system and extensive lighting capabilities. The Covid-19 pandemic cause the program to close its 
doors on March 17th, however that obstacle only opened new opportunities.   Rolled out just this week were 
datils on a new program of ZOOM Digital Classes.  Starting in June each class will be a 4-week session on 
Zoom.  In total, 50 Virtual classes are offered in theatre & dance with morning, afternoon and evening times 
available.  Classes are open to kids ages 3-18.  Registration is just $20 per class.  As Mr. Sheridan stated, 
although Davenport is in their name, Junior Theatre is a Quad Cities treasure serving children from more 
than 35 communities.  Thanks Daniel for a great and informative program. 

April – May Calendar 
May 12 - Legalized marijuana—what it 
  means in the workplace and 
  in the community. Allison 
  Wright, Pappas & O’Connor 
May 19 - Quad City Chamber of  
  Commerce - Liz Tallman, 
  Chief Economic Development 
  Officer 
May 26 - Rock Island Rotary’s Kenya
  Water Project.  
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P.O. Box 4514 

Rock Island, IL 61204 
www.rirotary.com 
 

Officers 
Mark Mayeski, President 
Angela Campbell, 1st VP 
Justin Peterson, 2nd VP 
Anne McGlynn, Secretary 
Carrie Crossen, Treasurer 
Sue Cassatt, Past  Pres. 
Co-Sergeants at Arms 
        Cindi Gramenz  
        Bob Swanson  
 

Board Members 
Rick Emery  
Kathy Lelonek  
John Oliger     
Bill Stengel    
Howard Beck     
Kim Calhoun  
Cindi Gramenz    
Eric Westphall 
 

Program Chairs      
         2019-20 
Aug. – Sep. Kathy Trone  
Oct. – Nov     Cindi Gramenz  
Dec. – Jan    John Wetzel   
Feb. – Linda Golden 
Mar. – May:  Gary Rowe           
June – July: Tom Hammar       

 

Have a program idea?  Contact 
the chairman listed above for a 
possible date.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

      Brett Hitchcock  May 2 
     Angela Campbell   May 5 
     Ruth Lee     May 6 
     Kimberly Calhoun  May 11 
     Susan Lerchen-Cassatt May 21 
     Cindi Gramenz   May 24 
     Eric Westphall   May 28 
     Jay Stanley   May 29 

      WELCOME GUESTS! Rock Island Rotary welcomed one visiting 
Rotarians to today’s meeting.  Frequent guest and friend, Duncan Cameron 
from the Naples Florida Club.  Guests are always welcomed. 

      ROTARIANS ARE REMINDED to purchase Wine Raffle Tickets from 
Ruth Lee.  Just send a check and she will take care of filling out your stubs!  
Tickets also available for you to sell, $5 each or 5 for $20.  We need to get 
behind this important fundraiser.  Make checks payable to Rock Island Rotary 
with memo note, “Wine Raffle”  Thanks for helping! 

 

http://www.rirotary.com/


 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  In 1912 Paul Harris said, “Rotarians are very much more favorably disposed toward action than they 
are toward words.”  It is great to know that nothing has changed in 108 years!  Rotarians = Action. 

FOUNDATION MINUTE 
It’s Week 3 of Rotary’s Maternal and Child Health Month. As is now common knowledge, a lot has 
happened to derail the Rotary’s calendar and agenda for this month. Most countries of the world have 
been sorely impacted by the devastating COVID-19. However, in spite of the alarming rates of death and 
destruction, Rotarians have been living up to the motto they hold so dear: Service Above Self. In line with 
this motto, Rotary clubs around the world have been doing their best to help communities cope with the 
on-going onslaught. Many clubs have taken to virtual meetings and donated the cost of their weekly meals 
to local food pantries and kitchens. District 5440, comprising 53 clubs have donated a total sum of $53,000 
to food banks and pantries, including $11,500 to Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies. This donation, 
matched by Rotary International Relief Fund, will provide 212,000 meals to people in the region affected 
by COVID-19. In a news release, the President of Rotary Club of Cheyenne, Robin Sims explained that 
the Wyoming Food Bank in 2019 distributed 8.2 million meals in partnership with food pantries, soup 
kitchens and shelters. “We are members of our communities and are proud that Wyoming Rotarians can 
support the people of Wyoming during this crisis.”  
 

The Rotary Foundation Club of Tulsa has donated a sum of $68,000 to help 4 local nonprofit organizations 
cope with the demands of their clients. Meals on Wheels of Metro Tulsa received $18,000 to replace its 
existing kitchen equipment with a new high-tech state of the art commercial kitchen. The Good Samaritan 
Health Services will receive $16,000 for vehicle maintenance/repairs.  
 

The Rotary Club of Berea (OH) acquired a Moonbeam 3 Module Disinfection Device for the Berea Fire 
Department. This device uses ultraviolet light to disinfect ambulances between 3 and 5 minutes.  
Moonbeam 3 replaces the previous manual disinfection which typically lasted a minimum of 20 minutes. 
District 7475 of New Jersey is at it again; this time donating a much-needed critical care equipment to 
Overlook Medical Center in Summit.  To help the medical center cope with the demands of COVID-19, the 
district raised $34,000 to buy one critical care bed for the ICU. This bed is useful for at least 12 years and 
can be wheeled from one area to another. The center needs at least 20 such beds. To donate, contact: 
https://www.njrotary.org 
 

“Rotarians are very much more favorably disposed toward action than they are toward words.”  Paul Harris, 
Rotary Club of Chicago, November 1912. 

BOB SWANSON STEPS INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

This week’s featured club member is Sergeant at Arms, Bob Swanson.  He was born and 
raised in Monmouth, Illinois, the son of two teachers.  His dad taught government and 
economics and also coached baseball and tennis.  Bob’s mother was a music teacher and 
church organist.  His dad was a Rotarian and his mom was the Rotary Club piano player 
(before women could be members).  Bob was active in music and sports throughout high 
school and college and continued playing adult basketball and softball for many years.  Bob 
attended Western Illinois University where he earned a BA in Speech/Communications 
and an MA in Communication Arts.  He participated on the university debate team for  3 
years.  Bob has had many careers, starting as a teenager delivering pizza and working on a 

construction crew building homes and even a church.  During his college years he was a radio disc jockey in 
Macomb, Illinois.  After graduation he became debate coach and speech teacher at Maine East High School in 
the Chicago suburb of Park Ridge.  The success of his debate team led to his hiring as associate debate coach 
and speech instructor at Augustana College and brought about his move to Rock Island.  He got involved in the 
real estate business and ultimately began teaching part-time and working full time for David M. Weiner & 
Associates a Moline based Realtor.  He rose through the ranks and after stints in sales, sale managing, and 
office managing, became vice-president and General Manager of the company.  After 8 years with the firm Bob 
decided to return to school and enrolled in the Northern Illinois University College of Law.  He earned his JD 
and returned to the Quad Cities in private practice with Schrager, Blackwood, & Nowinski in Moline.  He 
became a partner in the firm and the name was changed to Blackwood, Huntoon, Nowinski, & Swanson.  After 
13 years practicing law, Bob retired and returned to his roots in education becoming Athletic Director for the 
Rock Island – Milan School District.  He held that position for 14 years, retiring in 2012.  Bob joined Rock Island 
Rotary in 1992 and served as club president for 2003-2004.  He is a Paul Harris Fellow +5.  He was our 2012 
Excellence Award recipient, our 2014 A.T. Peara Award winner, and our 2019 Luckenbill–Wray Award 
recipient.  In addition to serving as Club Sergeant at Arms, Bob is the editor of our weekly newsletter.   



                Solution 4/28/20 Rotary Crossword 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNABLE TO “ATTEND” 
OUR ZOOM MEETINGS? 

If your schedule causes you to 
miss one of our Rotary Meetings 
held via ZOOM, do not despair! 
Each ZOOM meeting is, or will 
be, recorded and is posted on 
our Club Webpage, 
www.rirotary.com.   
 
You can watch the entire 
meeting at your leisure.  Just 
click on VIDEO MEETINGS and 
select April 14, April 28, etc. 
 
ZOOM meetings will be added as 
they occur.  Nothing special 
needed, just your computer.  
 
Stay in touch and stay well!  
Check out our webpage and do 
not miss a meeting!   

THE TAB CONTINUES PROFITABLE GROWTH! 
Even in the absence of our official “finer”, President Mark continued vice-president Angela Campbell’s call for 

“Happy Dollars” in lieu of fines.  This week news was reported by Ruth Lee regarding the Rotary Disaster Relief 

Fund Telethon which she described as “extremely inspiring”.  Holly Sparkman reported plans for a virtual 

graduation for the Rocky Class of 2020 on Saturday, May 30th and a tentative “live” graduation at the Tax Slayer 

Center on August 2nd. Cindi Gramenz confessed to typing during our last two meetings.  Sue Cassatt reported some 

incredibly sad news, the loss of her mother to Covid-19 this past week.  Our prayers and best wishes are with you. 

 

COVID-19 CAN’T 
STOP R.I. 

ROTARY’S GOOD 
WORK! 

 

Rock Island Rotary President 
Mark Mayeski (left) and 
Friendship Manor CFO/Rock 
Island Rotarian Rick Devinney 
present a $1,000 check to 
Friendship Manor 
Development Director Jeff 
Condit (middle) for their 
efforts during the pandemic.  
Keeping social distancing in 
mind of course! 

 
 
 
 

http://www.rirotary.com/


 
 

OK – IT’S TIME TO LAUGH!  
 

From Ruth Lee        Ruth Lee         From Bud Phillis 
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Our campaign ends on June 23rd.  $50 club prize for the closest guess in 
the club.  Proceeds go to our own Rock Island Rotary Foundation.  
Money raised will have a guaranteed match of 5% (last year it was 
7.25%).  Our goal is 40 pledges for $2.25.  Print the second page, fill out 
and send to Kevin Koski, 1309 – 38th Ave. Ct., Rock Island 61201.  If you 
cannot print the pledge form, you can email or phone Kevin with your 
information. He will fill out a form for you.    
Email to kevinkoski3@gmail.com, or call (309) 788-6007.  

mailto:kevinkoski3@gmail.com
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