
September Calendar 

Sept 3 - State of the Schools – 
Dr. Reginald Lawrence II 

Sept 10 - Andy McCray - 
Chief Meteorologist, WHBF 

Sept 17 - Dr Christopher Peters 
Sept 24 - Nisha Ladlee - 

Family Resources 

 
 

                     
 

Today’s program featured Katie Powers, a pediatric 
physical therapist at Genesis Health System, with a 
passion for creating mobility opportunities and 
independence for people with disabilities through 
Mississippi Bend Trykes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rotary sponsored a tricycle for Rock Island resident, Mia. 

The only regional organization of its kind, Mississippi 
Bend Trykes is a local chapter of AMBUCS, which raises 
funds to provide adapted tricycles to children that are 
unable to ride a traditional bike. These customized 
tricycles are provided at no cost to families, funded 
solely by donations. You may recall that Rock Island 
Rotary helped build some of these tricycles for a recent 
service project. Rotarian, Kathy Trone, said it brought 
tears to her eyes when the children got to ride their 
tricycles for the first time. She also said you don’t have 

to be a builder to help build the trykes. “Anyone can do it!” 

Ms. Powers explained that there are three types of tricycles that are built— foot, hand, and a combination of 
hand/foot. Each are customized for the end-user and are selected to be the best fit for their particular 
physical limitation. 

Over the past three years, the organization has given away 146 tricycles, with another 5 ready to be built, 
and 13 children on the waitlist. They have built the trykes for kiddos as young as 2 1/2 years old up to 16 
years old, and have even helped 2 adults receive a tryke. 

For those who are in need of a tricycle, the process for receiving a tryke is as follows: 1. Request an 
application; 2. Return application and be put on the waitlist; 3. Wait for funding; 4. Once a tryke becomes 
available, meet with the physical therapist to pick the most appropriate tryke; 5. Build it and deliver to child. 
This organization will also facilitate a discounted tricycle purchase for families who already have enough 
funds to make the purchase. 

 

Finally, if a child grows out of their tryke they can give it back to 
Mississippi Bend Trykes for refurbishment so that it may help another 
child. They will then be put back on the waitlist for a new, larger tryke in 
the future. 

 

If you would like to know more about this organization, or how you can 
donate, please visit www.mississippibendtrykes.org. 
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Club Notes & Announcements! 

 WELCOME GUESTS! Guests at today’s meeting included: Duncan Cameron from 
 the Naples, Florida club; Mark Zimmerman from the Davenport Club; Tim Lane from 

P.O. Box 4514 

Rock Island, IL 61204 
www.rirotary.com 

Officers 

the Bettendorf Club; Chase Norris, guest of Kathy Lelonek; and Claudia Rangel, mom 
of outbound student, Andrea. 

 

SERVICE – Help is needed with the Heart of Hope Food Pantry. We help every 

Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:30pm. It’s easy duty and is truly Service Above Self at its 
Mark Mayeski, President 
Angela Campbell, 1st VP 
Justin Peterson, 2nd VP 
Anne McGlynn, Secretary 
Carrie Crossen, Treasurer 
Sue Cassatt, Past Pres. 
Co-Sergeants at Arms 

Cindi Gramenz 
Bob Swanson 

most basic definition. Volunteers have been scarce lately, so please, contact Al Metz 
to join our team of volunteers! Used but sound plastic bags are needed too. They 
also are collecting men’s and women’s clothing for their free clothing exchange. 
Drop off anytime the Heart of Hope Center is open. Call Al Metz to volunteer to help 
at 309-236-2013 or just show up any Thursday at 5:15. It’s easy duty! 

 

ROTARACT RENAISSANCE - Thank you to Kai Swanson, Sue Rector, and John 

Board Members 
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Program Chairs 
2019-20 

Oliger for representing Rock Island Rotary at Augustana College at an upcoming 
student life fair. Their goal is to rekindle a Rotaract Club at the college in the coming 
year. We hope there will be a lot of interest! 

 

ROTARY RAMBLE - Sponsorships are now available for $100. To learn more, 

contact Kathy Lelonek or Bruce Peterson. 
 

BIRTHDAY BOOKS AT EARL HANSON - Don’t miss the chance to wish a child a 

happy birthday by giving him/her a book! Our first “Birthday Books” of the school 
year is THIS Thursday, August 29th, at 2:15. It will take less than a an hour to hand 
out the books, but the reward is days of warm and fuzzy feelings because of the 

Aug. – Sep. Kathy Trone 
Oct. – Nov Cindi Gramenz 
Dec. – Jan John Wetzel 
Feb. – Mar: Volunteer Needed 
Apr. – May: Gary Rowe 
June – July: Volunteer Needed 

grateful smiles you will see at the event. 

Have Items for our Newsletter? Email to bobdebswanson@att.net. If you 

attend a Rotary event and take pictures, please also email or text them to Bob. The 
newsletter is much better with lots of photos! 

 

 

EARL HANSON MEET & GREET 

Rotarians are invited to Earl Hanson Elementary School on Wednesday 
(TODAY), August 28, at 3:15pm for a Meet & Greet! 

Meet the new principal and educators that encourage our youngest Rock 
Islanders to SHINE! 

FOUNDATION RAFFLE REPORT 

Today’s raffle featured a 50/50 cash drawing, a bottle of fine wine from the Lo Milani cellar, and 
a beautiful walnut vase, made by none other than Dr. Larry Tadlock. The first lucky ticket was 
held by Cindi Gramenz who (surprise!) took the vase. The second ticket was none other than 
Marcy Bell, who promptly donated the funds to Polio Plus; and the final winner, claiming the 
wine, was Steve Morenz. 

Proceeds from our raffle go to the Rotary International Foundation. Thank you to all who 
participated! 

http://www.rirotary.com/
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net


The Labor Day Parade is Right Around the Corner! 

For those that wish to walk/ride in the parade, plan to meet 
on Monday, September 2, at the American Bank parking lot 
on 18th Avenue, by 8:30/9:00am. If you want to help 
decorate the float, arrive around 8:00am. (We could use 
your help!!!) 

 
Thanks to Sue Lerschen-Cassatt for securing the Rotary 
balloon and preparing the float. Thanks to Bud Phillis and 
Jeff Dismer for driving. And thank you to John Oliger and 
Modern-Woodmen, for providing the professional signage. 

This is the 35th Annual Rock Island Labor Day Parade, and it’s going to be fantastic! Hope to see 
you there! 

 
HAVE A FUN AND 
SAFE LABOR DAY 

WEEKEND! SEE YOU 
NEXT WEEK... 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
“STATE OF THE SCHOOLS ADDRESS” 

from new superintendent, 
DR. REGINALD LAWRENCE II 

 

It’s also a joint meeting with the Rock Island Kiwanis Club, 
so plan on arriving early to network. 

You don’t want to miss it! 

 
 

 

GREAT OPPORTUNITY - Greeters Needed 

Everyone deserves a warm, Rock Island Rotary, welcome! YOU are 
exactly who we need to make our guests and Rotarians all feel at-home 
with our club. You can sign up for a time slot at the Sergeant-at-Arms 
table. It’s quick, easy, and for our newest members, you’ll finally be able 
to put faces with names. :) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rock Island Rotary TRIVIA NIGHT 
Friday, November 8th at 6:30pm 

SAVE the DATE and get your team together for Rock Island Rotary’s annual fundraiser! 

Cash prizes, cash bar, 50/50, silent auction and TONS of FUN with MR. TRIVIA!!! 
This fundraiser supports Earl Hanson Elementary School and RI Rotary Community Grants. 

Corporate Sponsorships are available! 

When: Friday, November 8th, 2019 
Where: Milan Community Center, 2701 1st Street East, Milan 
Time: 6:30pm START time, doors open at 5:45pm 
Cost: $100 a table, up to 10 players 
RSVP: Kathy Trone 309-794-9400 or Kathy@wesselspc.com 

 

The Rock Island Rotary Club is challenging all other Rotary Clubs in the QC Area to 
participate and TRY to win the “Traveling Trophy” for the SMARTEST ROTARY CLUB! 

 

 

 Complimentary Table for up to 10 players 

 Day of event recognition as a Corporate Sponsor 

Friend of Rotary $100 

 Day of event recognition as a Friend of Rotary 

$250 Corporate Sponsor 

• Listed on all advertising material 

• Complimentary Table for up to 10 players, including mulligans and double score sticker 

• Day of event recognition as a Gold Sponsor 

$500 

Sponsorship Opportunities: 

Gold Sponsor 

Rock Island Rotary 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Proceeds benefit Rock Island Rotary Youth Programs 

mailto:Kathy@wesselspc.com


 

 

 

DINING BOOKS ARE BACK! 

Chairman Bud Phillis has the new 2019-2020 Dining Books. The cost 
remains just $35 per book and the Circa 21 coupon alone is worth 
more than $35 if you use it to attend our club’s Holiday Christmas 
Party. $10 from each purchase is donated back to Rock Island 
Rotary, so besides being a great money saving coupon collection, it is 
also a fundraiser for our club. Dining books make great gifts and are 
always appreciated by anyone who enjoys eating out.  Featuring 
over 150 high quality Quad Cities area restaurants, every coupon 
offers two for the price of one deals. Let Bud know how many books 
you want! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ROTARY BELL RINGING AT ROCK ISLAND HY-VEE 
Saturday, December 14 

9am - 4pm 
Contact Mark Mayeski to sign up for a 1-hour shift 

2 people needed at both doors during all hours. 
Sign-up today! 

GET WELL SOON! 
The club would like to wish Mary Fislar a speedy recovery - we’re all 
thinking about you! Mary took a hard tumble during a race and 
broke her arm. We’re hoping to see Mary in top 
Rotary shape soon, and we look forward to her 
return at club meetings. 


