
 

 

? 

 

RICK DAVIS 
PRESENTS … 
Rick Davis specializes in 
helping others make great 
presentations.  Rick  enjoyed 
a 25-year career as a 
performer, doing everything 
from standup comedy to 
acting, directing, and lending 
his voice for multiple 
television commercials. Often  
called on to perform at 
corporate settings where 
CEOs and VPs also made presentations to their staffs, Rick noted 
a real need for training to help the presenters improve their 
performance. Whether to employees, organizations,  clubs, or the 
public, Rick’s goal is to help others make awesome presentations 
that make a big, positive difference for your audience! Davis 
Presentations wants you to burst with awesome stage presence, 
roar with meaningful content, position yourself with purpose, share 
narratives that connect your audience to your content, and captivate 
them with elements that helps them remember you and your message!   Davis says we must shift the 
focus of our presentations from what WE think our audiences want and place more emphasis on creating 
presentations they are craving.  What do they want? They want to be invigorated with your message. 
They want to be mesmerized by your actions. And, they want clear and simple takeaways they can 
incorporate into their careers, their relationships, and their well-being, immediately. In the short time he 
had with us, Mr. Davis laid out three things presenters need to do to make their presentations successful. 
 1. Presenters must “connect” with their audience.  You do this by finding out as much as you 
can about the audience.  What are they interested in?  Why are they in attendance?  What are their goals 
and aspirations?  What is their background?  Where are they coming from?  Use this information to fine 
tune your presentation.  Telling a story is an effective way to connect with the audience. 
 2. “Magnetize” your audience.  You do this by getting the audience to connect with your 
content.  Focus on the audience, not yourself.  Tell your story in terms they understand and want to hear. 
 3. “Energize” your audience.  As a presenter you need to lead the audience, so they reach 
the conclusion or take the action you desire for them.   
 Taking a few questions at the end of his presentation, Rick answered, “How do I get away from 
reading the material to the audience:.  Rick suggested writing out the entire presentation.  Then go back 
and identify the six to eight main points.  Go back again and narrow those main points down to three key 
words that summarize the main points.  Use those words as your “notes” when you make the presentation.  
His presentation was also laced with questions to the audience asking for our input and ideas.  Another 
technique helping Rick connect, magnetize and energize us!  Thanks for a very informative program!. 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November - December 
Calendar 

Nov 27 -  Rock Island High School  
  Orchestra - Katie Benson 
Dec 1 - Bell Ringing - HyVee 
Dec 4 - Rock Island High School  
  Chamber Choir 
Dec 4 - Vote on new Club By-laws 
Dec 5 - Rotary/Kiwanis Holiday Party 
  at Circa 21 
Dec 11  -   Illinois Medical Society  
  President  
Dec 18 -  Tom & Molly, "The 4-Way 
  Test and the 2018 Tax Act!"   
Dec 25  - No meeting – Merry  
  Christmas! 
Jan 1 - No meeting – Happy New 
  Year! 
Jan 7  -  MONDAY - Joint with Kiwanis 
  Mayor Thoms' "State of the 
  City"  
Jan 15 - Mark Poulos - "River  
  Rescuing Today" 
Jan 22 -  TBA 
Jan 29 -  Angela Campbell "Rock Island 
  Library's New Strategic Plan” 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Club Notes & Announcements! 
 

  WELCOME GUESTS!  Rock Island Rotary was pleased to welcome 
guests attending today’s meeting.  Our Exchange daughter, Ricio Hernandez 
and Rocky Jr. Rotarian Monica Diaz joined us, along with Hilde Wray wife of 
Sam Wray.  Arron Sutherland CEO of Illinois Casualty Company was a guest 
of Howard Beck.  Kimberly Calhoun from Circa 21 made her final visit as a 
“guest” prior to becoming a club member.  Professor Andrew Otieno was a 
special guest from the Jane Adeny School in Kenya.  Another very special 
guest was our new Assistant District Governor, David Bills from the River 
Cities Club.  Also attending were visiting Rotarians Mark Zimmerman, from  
the Davenport Club and Duncan Cameron from the Naples, Florida, Club.    
  

  CAST YOUR VOTE! – Copies of the new By-laws proposed for our club 
were distributed on November 19th.  The club will be asked to vote on these 
By-laws at our December 4th meeting.  Be sure to read them and attend the 
meeting to cast your vote! 
 

  SERVICE OPPORTUNITY –  Help is still needed with the Heart of Hope  
Food Pantry.  We help every Thursdays from 5:30 to 7:30pm.  It’s easy duty 
and is truly Service Above Self at its most basic definition.  Volunteers have 
been scarce lately, so please contact Al Metz to join our team of volunteers!   
Used but sound plastic bags are needed too.  They also are collecting men’s 
and women’s winter clothing for their free clothing exchange.  Drop off 
anytime the Heart of Hope Center is open.  Call Al Metz to volunteer to help 
at 309-236-2013.   

 
 

  Have Items for our Newsletter? Email to bobdebswanson@att.net.   If 
you attend a Rotary event and take pictures, please also email or text them to 
Bob.   The newsletter is much better with lots of photos! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

         FOUNDATION RAFFLE REPORT 
Today’s raffle featured fine wine from the Lo Milani Collection, and a 50/50 cash 
drawing.  The first lucky ticket was held by Tom Hammar who took the cash and 
asked that it be divided between our student guests, Monica and Cheeo.  Jeff Dismer 
had the other lucky ticket and he took home the wine.   
 
Keep in mind, all raffle proceeds go to support the International Rotary Foundation.   
   Thank you to all who participated! 
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DUNCAN SPEAKS FOR THE FOUNDATION 
 

Duncan Cameron stepped to the microphone today and eloquently spoke of the 
Rotary International Foundation.  Duncan is a Paul Harris Society member, which 
means he has committed to donate $1,000 per year to the Foundation so long as 
he is able.  Our Club has five Society members.  Duncan emphasized two points: 
First the outstanding and important work done by the foundation throughout the 
world.  Second, he noted that the Rotary Foundation once again has a top rating 
among all charitable entities in terms of ensuring that the vast bulk of the funds go 
to those in need as apposed to administrative and solicitation costs.  The Rotary 
Foundation annually is one the highest rated non-profit organizations in the world. 
Duncan encouraged all of us to consider joining the Paul Harris Society. 

mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
http://www.rirotary.com/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Foundation Minute 

 

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million neighbors, friends, leaders, and problem-solvers who see a world 
where people unite and take action to create lasting change – across the globe, in our communities, and in 
ourselves.  Solving real problems takes real commitment and vision. For more than 110 years, Rotary's 
people of action have used their passion, energy, and intelligence to take action on sustainable projects. 
From literacy and peace to water and health, we are always working to better our world, and we stay 
committed to the end.   
 

When you give to The Rotary Foundation, you fuel our service projects - projects that eradicate polio, 
promote peace, and improve developing communities.  Donating to Rotary means clean water and 
sanitation. Health and hope in areas that were once ravaged by diseases like polio. Economic development 
and new opportunities. Rotary is dedicated to six areas of focus to build international relationships, 
improve lives, and create a better world to support our peace efforts and end polio forever.   
 

Your financial help makes all this happen, and more.  Rotary’s programs are developing the next generation 
of leaders, providing funding to make the world a better place, and making peace a priority.  Next Tuesday 
has been designated, ““Giving Tuesday”.  What a great time to become a “Sustaining Member: and start 
donating toward becoming a Paul Harris Fellow.  See Bud Phillis for easy steps to get going.    
 

HOWARD BECK IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
 

Today our featured club member was Howard Beck.  Howard joined Rock Island 
Rotary in 2015.  Howard and wife Joni reside in Geneseo. He is the chief 
underwriting officer of the Illinois Casualty Company, a business specializing in 
insurance for the food and beverage industry.  Noting that his company is very 
specialized, aimed entirely at restaurants and bars, he said he could tell claim 
stories that fit the phrase, “You can’t make this stuff up!”  He noted that the 
company was formed in 1950 by three local attorneys, John Moran, Robert 
Klockau and Dick McCarthy.  They did it in the hope that it would generate 
business for their law office.  The company has grown far beyond that humble 
beginning, now handling $60 million in annual premiums and serving food and 
beverage establishment in ten states, including Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio and Wisconsin. 

Illinois Casualty Company employs approximately 100 people with 75 working out of their Rock Island 
headquarters.  The company web page boasts, “We aren’t afraid of the courtroom. ICC was founded by 
attorneys, and we staff a full litigation department that will come to your defense. When others may settle 
because it seems easier or more efficient, we will fight for you when you need it.”  Great to have Rick as a Rock 
Island Rotarian! 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING – DECEMBER 1ST – ROCK ISLAND HYVEE 
Time West Door East Door  

9-10am Bud Phillis              Diane Phillis                                                                                Lo Milani                Jim Stanbury 

10-11am Julie Gelaude          Jim Moran Marcy Bell              Gary Rowe 

11-12pm Rick Devinney       Eric Westphall Sue Rector              Jay McEvoy 

12-1pm Molly Shattuck      Tom Hammar Al Metz                    Mark Mayeski 

1-2pm Jenni Swanson       Kai Swanson John Slover             Angela and Dan Campbell 

2-3pm* Cindi Gramenz       Mike Locander Mike Locander       

*Last Shift-Please leave the bells, bucket and apron. Salvation Army will pick up later. 

  
  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Welcome Andrew Otieno 
 

It might take a village to raise a child, but for hundreds of young girls in 
rural Kenya, it also takes the commitment of two Northern Illinois 
University professors, Andrew Otieno and Teresa Wasonga, who were 
honored as the 2016 Presidential Engagement Professors. The duo also 
has a tie to Rock Island Rotary. Otieno was our guest at today’s meeting.  
Andrew Otieno is an internationally celebrated professor of technology.  
With industry collaborations far and wide, he models successful 
engineering practice and engagement principles for his department 
and college.   Student teams under his leadership have received top 
honors at engineering design competitions, and he has been invited to 
several other countries to teach professors about the wonders of senior 
design projects.  At the same time, Otieno is committed to making life 
better for those in developing countries.  Not long after he founded the 
NIU chapter of  Engineers Without Borders, more than a decade ago, 

the group tackled a clean water project at an orphanage in Honduras.  From there, Otieno and his students worked on 
solar lighting and heating solutions at a secondary school in Tanzania. The solar lights have had a strong impact at the 
school, since students there can now study at night.  More than 100 NIU students have been involved in the Tanzania 
project, either on the design side or in actual installation work on site. His outreach also includes the Jane Adeny 
Memorial School.  The Jane Adeny Memorial School is in Muhoroni,Kenya, on 10 acres of land that Teresa Wasonga’s 
mother provided. Wasonga is Andrew’s wife.  Initial funding for the school came from Wasonga and Otieno and resulted 
in a second mortgage on their home. The school is named in memory of Wasonga’s mother, Jane Adeny, who always 
stressed the importance of education.  Family and friends also provided donations to launch the building project.  Otieno 
and Wasonga had a clear vision for what they wanted to achieve: They dreamed of building a school that would be a 
model for the Kenyan educational system.  The task is daunting in a country where 18,421,000 people – 45.9 percent of 
the country’s population – live below the poverty line.  Many of these individuals live in Kenya’s undeveloped and 
isolated rural areas.  Only 18.7 percent of the country’s population finishes secondary school, and a mere 3 percent go 
on to receive a university education.  This is due in large part because families must pay for their students’ tuition, books, 
uniforms, transport and food at the secondary level.  Add to that the cost of room and board for students who come from 
rural areas, and it starts to become clear why education rates are so low overall and especially for individuals in remote 
areas.  Meeting basic needs for survival, such as food and shelter, quickly takes precedence over the luxury of an 
education.  When considering these statistics, it is also important to bear in mind that the likelihood of a girl going to 
school is less than that of a boy, and within the classroom setting, boys are given priority.  “When it comes to quality of 
education, girls don’t get the same opportunities,” Wasonga says. “It is, unfortunately, ‘survival of the fittest’ when it 
comes to education.”  The Jane Adeny School is specifically for female students. Just $800 (USD) a year pays for a 
student’s education, room and board, for a total of $3,200 for full four-year secondary education. Some of the students 
have parents who can pay at least some of their school fees; however, most JAMS students would not be in school if not 
for the support of generous donors. Some of these students are orphans, others desperately poor.  In the standard 
education system in Kenya students are neither encouraged to ask questions nor expected to participate in class 
discussions. Teachers talk, and students listen,  Corporal punishment ensures compliance, and schools routinely struggle 
with a lack of resources. Ultimately, the education of the children suffers. The Adeny school is highly unusual. Students 
are encouraged to ask questions, participate in discussions and research topics that interest them.  As a result, JAMS 
students are exceeding expectations.  They are passing standardized exams with flying colors and are now being 
challenged with more difficult exams designed by their teachers, specifically for students at the school.  In addition to 
studies and classroom activities, the girls are required to participate in agricultural duties and outdoor activities.  The 
school has large gardens that are an abundant source of ingredients for the fresh meals prepared at the school. Students 
also play soccer every day, with neighborhood kids joining in the fun.  Currently, the school consists of a classroom 
building; a building that houses the library, a laboratory and project development rooms; a dormitory for the girls; a 
dining hall, and a guest house for teachers and volunteers.  While at school, the girls receive three nutritional meals a 
day, a bed to sleep in, and textbooks of their own.  For many, these are all “firsts ” – the first time that they have had 
enough food to eat, the first time they have had a bed to sleep in and the first time they have not had to share a textbook. 
Rock Island Rotary first learned of the school when club member Ruth Lee met Wasonga at the District 6420 Conference.  
Wasonga heard the presentation on our Kenya water filter project.  She sought out Ruth, told her about the Adeny School 
and advised that one thing they critically lacked was safe, clean water.  She asked if our project could help.  Ruth brought 
the plea to our club and we were able to direct three of our filters to the school.   Otieno’s visit to our club today was 
both to thank and provide a first-hand report on our project’s impact.  he stated that the school now has over 150 
students and showed a series of pictures in which we could clearly 
see the students using the three water filters provided by our 
Kenya Water Filtration Project.  He expressed his deepest 
appreciation for our help and said that the incidence of  student 
illness has dramatically decreased since the filters were put in 
use. He also showed a photo of the Replenish, Inc., 
representative who delivered the filters as he conducted the 
training program for the students and school staff.  The program 
includes not only use and care of the filters, but also general 
sanitation/health information.  Thanks Andrew for the report!  
 

Teresa Wasonga & Andrew Wasonga Otieno  


