
 

 

 

            
 

Heart of Hope Ministries is a non-denominational Christian fellowship.  
They are a 501©3 non-profit organization dedicated to serving the 
community of the West End of Rock Island.  Heart of Hope Ministries was 
birthed over 20 years ago by Founder and 
Pastor, Lynda Sargent. Sargent, a St. Ambrose 
graduate with a degree in accounting filed 
Articles of Incorporation for the Ministries with 
the State of Illinois in July of 2009 and the 
Internal Revenue Service granted a 501(c) (3) 
non-profit status in August of 2010. Heart of 
Hope Ministries is a ministry that crosses 
denominational lines and racial, gender, age, 
and economic background barriers  It is the belief of Heart of Hope that the Lord will give “Homes of Refuge” 
for those in need, and businesses that will rebuild and restore the west-end neighborhoods of Rock Island. 
These businesses will provide employment and training to those who may have been incarcerated, or have 
other reasons that have limited their employment, economic and empowerment opportunities.  Heart of Hope 
Ministries serves other organizations in our community, including Bible studies held for ladies at the Rock 
Island County Jail; serving meals at the Christian Care Men’s Rescue Mission located in downtown Rock 
Island; and preparing and serving the youth who frequent the Christian Friendliness Youth Hope Center in 
Rock Island.  In August of 2013 a beautiful, brick office building was donated to Heart of Hope by retired 
physician Dr. Myron Fields. Bible Studies, Prayer, and individual Ministry Opportunities are offered at the 1740 
9th Avenue location in Rock Island. On May 1st they opened a Food Pantry and Clothing Ministry to serve the 
community during evening hours. Since opening they have experienced a steady increase of residents using 
this service. In the first month alone, they distributed over 500 food items to families and numerous clothing 
and household items!  Rock Island Rotary has partnered to help provide manpower for the weekly food pantry 
distribution.  Heart of Hope also offers a small computer lab and resource library to residents in need of 
computer services or who would like to borrow Christian books, CDs, tapes and training materials. They also 
provide assistance in resume writing and interview skills.  Ms. Sargent was ordained in 2014 and the Heart of 
Hope Ministries Church was launched in May of 2014 and meets at the Christian Friendliness Youth Hope 
Center at 2707 11th Street, Rock Island. Services are held at 10:30 on Sundays and all are welcome!  Last 
year Ms. Sargent reported that the Ministries proviided over 46,000 pounds of food through their food pantry 
and served over 6,000 people.  The clothing ministries is open at the same time as the food pantry and Sargent 
reports there is a constant need for “in season” clothing, particularly for men and children.  They are happy to 
accept clothing donations similar to Good Will and Salvation Army.  She also noted a need for shoes for men, 
women, and children.  Rev. Sargent concluded her remarks by identifying future goals of the organization.  To 
meet the needs of homeless citizens she would like to venture into housing assistance.  To combat 
unempoloyment and poverty she hopes her ministry will be able to encourage and assist the development of 
businesses in the neighborhood where individuals could find employment.  Finally, to continue the expansion 
of Heart of Hope, she is seeking funding, via donations and grants to enable her to add some part-time staff.  
Currently the entire operation is conducted by volunteers.  She noted that volunteers are wonderful, “But you 
can only go so far with volunteers”.  She thanked Rotary and in particulary chairman Al Metz and Steve Morenz 
for our support and assistance to the Heart of Hope food pantry. 

July - August Calendar 
July 25 - Lee Vasquez, Hispanic  
  Chamber of Commerce 
Aug 1 - TBA 
Aug 8 - TBA 
Aug 15 - TBA 
Aug 22 -  Board meeting with  
  District Governor.  11am. 
Aug 22 - Dist. Gov. Steven Kuhn 
Aug 29 - TBA 
Sept 5 - TBA 
Sept 12- TBA 

Lynda Sargent, Founder 



 

 

        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Club Notes & Announcements! 
WELCOME GUESTS!  Rock Island Rotary was pleased to welcome the 
Lynne Tyler a visiting Rotarian and guest of Fred Luckenbill, from Seneca 
Falls, New York.  Also in attendance was Duncan Cameron from the Naples 
Florida Rotary Club and Mark Zimmerman from the Davenport, Iowa Club.  
Rock Island Rotary thanks guests for joining us and hope you enjoyed your 
visit!  
ON GOING SERVICE OPPORTUNITY – In Rotary, some members are 
able to give money, others can give time.  Service Above Self can manifest 
itself in many ways.  Our Club is partnering with the Heart of Hope Food 
Pantry.  Volunteers are needed Thursdays 6 to 7:30pm just once a month.  
If evening is a problem a Thursday morning opportunity is also available!  
Contact Al Metz or Steve Morenz to join our team of volunteers!   Used but 
sound plastic bags are needed too.  Don’t throw them away, bring them to 
Rotary!   

NEW ROSTERS AVAILABLE – Our 2017-18 Club Roster Book is now 
available.  Members can pick up a copy at the Sergeant At Arms table.  One 
free to each member. 

NEW E-MAIL & CELL PHONE – Please make a note in your new Roster 
Book, Mike Locander has a new e-mail address: mikelocander@gmail.com 
and new cell phone too: 309 - 430 – 8699. 

BIRDIES FOR CHARITY – Kevin Koski gave a final report and pres- 
  ented our $50 prize to the member picking the closest 
  number of Birdies to the actual final total.  The winner was 
  Anne McGlynn with a pick less than 10 off the final 1918 
  total!  Rock Island Rotarian pledges will result in over 
  $4,000  coming back to our club!  Thanks to all who joined 
  the campaign.  Proceeds will go to our local club foundation. 

Have Items for our Newsletter?   Email items for publication to Bob 
Swanson at bobdebswanson@att.net.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 4514 

Rock Island, IL 61204 
www.rirotary.com  
 

Officers  
Bruce Peterson, President 
Sue Cassatt, 1st VP 
Mark Mayeski , 2nd VP 
Anne McGlynn, Secretary 
Carrie Crossen, Treasurer 
Steve Morenz, Past President 
 

Board Members  
Dave Geenen 
Jim Nordquist  
Molly Shattuck  
Al Metz 
Tammy Weikert  
Sarah Gorham 
Justin Peterson 
TBA 
Co-Sergeant at Arms 
Bob Swanson & Vic Boblett  
 

Program Chairs  
201 7-18 

Aug ï Sept: Fred Luckenbill  
Oct ï Nov: Tom Hammar  
Dec ï Jan: John Wetzel 
Feb ï Mar : Gary Rowe 
Apr ï May: TBA 
June - July : Justin Peterson/  
       Bill Groh  
 

Foundation Minute 

  

Global Grants have often taken place in developing countries outside the United States.  It is very 
interesting however to note that many global grants have materialized within our own country.  The 
Rotary Club of Seattle was awarded a grant that will conduct peacemaking circle training for immigrants 
and refugees in the Seattle, Washington area.   Their international partner was the Rotary Club of Tokyo 
Atago.  The West Oklahoma City Rotary Club with the help of the Rotary Club of Cluj Napoca, Romania 
was able to provide high quality equipment to perform eye exams necessary to identify diseases of the 
eye in uninsured or medically underserved patients in their community.   The Rotary Club of Chicago 
Little Village was awarded a grant that will develop an integrated approach to support Chicago youth and 
provide them with tools and strategies to achieve inner and outward peace and to successfully address 
conflict situations in two Chicago schools.  This grant was accomplished through its international partner 
The Rotary Club of Goioere in Brazil.   
  

These are examples of the many accomplishments that can be found in our country as well as the world 
as a result of the global grants process.  Your continued financial support enables this to happen.   
 

Thank you.   

BOARD MEMBERS mark your calendar.  August 22nd 11am Meeting with District Governor! 

mailto:mikelocander@gmail.com
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
http://www.rirotary.com/


 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

50 Things Every Rotarian Should Know About Rotary 
Taken from an article by Steve Garret, District Governor 1994-1995 

 

49 - LESSONS IN ROTARY GEOGRAPHY 
• Were you aware that the Rotary Club of Reno, Nevada, is farther west than the Rotary Club of Los 
Angeles, California? 
• Would you guess that the meetings of the Rotary Club of Portland, Maine, are farther south than those 
of the clubs in London, England? 
• Can you imagine that the Pensacola, Florida, Rotary Club is west of the Detroit, Michigan, club? 
• It's a fact that the Cairo, Illinois, Rotary Club is south of Richmond, Virginia. 
• There are 69 Rotary clubs with the word "Tokyo" in their club names. 
• The Rotary Club of Nome, Alaska, lies west of the club in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the Santiago, Chile, club 
is located east of the Rotary Club of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
• Rotary geographers will know that virtually every Rotary club meeting in Australia is east of the Hong 
Kong Rotary Club. 
• What do the Rotary clubs of Quito, Ecuador, Libreville, Gabon, Singapore, and Kampala, Uganda, have in 
common? You guessed right if you said they all meet approximately on the equator.  
There are many interesting relationships and things to learn as you become acquainted with the 
approximately 1.2 million Rotarians in more than 32,000 clubs in more than 200 countries and 
geographical areas. 
 
7ÅȭÌÌ ÆÏÌÌÏ× ÕÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ωτ 4ÈÉÎÇÓ %ÖÅÒÙ 2ÏÔÁÒÉÁÎ 3ÈÏÕÌÄ +ÎÏ× !ÂÏÕÔ 2ÏÔÁÒÙ ÉÎ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ 

 FOUNDATION RAFFLE 
 Today’s raffle featured fine wine from the Lo Milani Collection and CASH!  Al Metz was 
 the first lucky winner and he snatched the wine.  Bill Groh then was named the holder 
 of the lucky number winning the cash!   
  

   Thanks to all who participated! 

ROCK ISLAND ROTARY WATER PROJECT MOVES AHEAD!! 
This has already been one of the most exciting since we began our water project.  Sunday night we 
received the photos shown below from our partners at Replenish, Inc.  They show the filters we purchased 
placed and in use in Kenya.  You can clearly see our identifying sticker on the side of each filter.  The 
smiling faces show the appreciation the children have for our caring to provide them with safe, clean 
water.  Secondly, on Monday Bob and Bud took our “project pony show” on the rode to Dixon, Illinois.  The 
Dixon Rotary Club became second only to our club in support for the project, handing Bob and Bud a check 
for $2,000!  That will purchase nearly seven filters and provide water for over 460 children!  The 
campaign continues with a goal of having 125 units in service by the end of this Rotary year.  Right now, 
we have raised funds for 95 units with 89 currently in place.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Rotary’s World Polio Day event looks ahead to ending the disease for good 
 

While the fight to eradicate polio suffered a blow this year when the virus re-emerged in Nigeria, Rotary leaders and 
top health experts focused Monday on the big picture: the global presence of the paralyzing disease has never been 
smaller.  The headquarters of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, 
served as the site of Rotary’s fourth annual World Polio Day event. Some of the biggest names in the polio eradication 
campaign were there to reflect on the year’s progress and discuss what’s needed to end the disease for good. 
 
More than 200 people attended the special live program, and thousands more worldwide watched online. Jeffrey 
Kluger, Time magazine’s editor at large, moderated the event.  In a question-and-answer session with Kluger, CDC 
Director Tom Frieden talked about the latest developments in the effort to eradicate polio. 
 
“We have the fewest number of cases in the fewest number of places in the world right now,” said Frieden. “We 
continue to make ground against polio, but we’re still recording cases in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Nigeria.”  The 
total number of cases worldwide so far this year is 27, compared with 51 for the same period last year. 
 
Unfortunately, Nigeria slipped back onto the list of countries where polio is endemic this year, after cases appeared 
in the northern state of Borno, which was under the control of Boko Haram militants until recently. The World Health 
Organization estimates that the virus has been circulating in the region for five years. The country was on the verge 
of celebrating two years without any polio infections. 
 
But this hasn’t stopped Rotary and its partners, who are working with the Nigerian government, Chad, Cameroun, 
Niger, and parts of the Central African Republic, from executing a sweeping emergency response. Shortly after the 
outbreak, a robust immunization campaign targeted about 1 million children with both oral and inactivated polio 
vaccines. Since then, several immunization campaigns have been held, reaching up to 40 million children in the 
region. 
 
“Because the new cases were only detected due to ongoing surveillance efforts,” said Frieden.  “We shouldn’t be 
surprised to see more cases, because better surveillance means better detection of all polio cases.” 
 
Polio eradication efforts continue to make progress in Afghanistan and Pakistan. In Afghanistan, cases dropped from 
13 in 2015 to eight so far this year. In Pakistan, they decreased from 38 to 15.  Frieden cited innovative tactics for 
reaching children in Pakistan who were often missed in the past. These include placing permanent vaccination sites 
at entry points to the country, provinces, and large cities. Rotary has funded the purchase of cell phones for 
vaccination teams, so they can send data to health centers immediately.  “The virus is cornered, we just have to make 
sure never to let it out again,” Frieden added. 
 
Rotary, with support from the U.S. Fund for UNICEF, also debuted a virtual reality presentation that transported 
attendees to the streets of India and Kenya, where they interacted with polio survivors and heard their stories.  “This 
is very good technology to put people in places where polio has affected so many,” says Reza Hossaini, director of 
polio eradication for UNICEF. “It’s important we see the places and people we are helping with our polio eradication 
programs.” 
 
Earlier in the day, Frieden and Rotary International President John F. Germ announced major contributions to polio 
eradication. The Canadian government committed $10 million, and Michael Bloomberg, businessman, philanthropist, 
and former mayor of New York City, donated $25 million. 
 
Rotary has contributed more than $1.6 billion to polio eradication since the launch of the PolioPlus program in 1985. 
We started this more than 30 years ago,” said Germ. “We’ve stuck with it all this time. And soon, we’re going to finish 
it.” 


