
 

 

DAVID ROSS 
      R. I. COUNTY       

ADMINISTRATOR  
 

Rock Island Rotarians had 

the pleasure of meeting and 

hearing David Ross, Rock 

Island County’s new 

Administrator as the guest 

speaker for today’s Rotary 

meeting. 

 

Ross became our county’s first administrator after serving as City Administrator of Welman, Iowa and Mt. 

Horeb, Wisconsin.  Prior to that he had a law enforcement career including 10 years as a detective and 8 

years as an Arizona State Trooper.  Coming to Rock Island in May of 2015, Mr. Ross found a county in deep 

financial trouble and a County Board that was not particularly highly regarded.   

 

Describing just how bad the financial picture is, Ross indicated the county’s general fund will be 30 million 

dollars in the hole in five years if the county continues on its present course.  He said that next year could 

see a lay off of 30-35% of the county’s workforce, virtually all coming from the area of public safety, which 

is the largest area of county employees.  He also said that Board members are discussing giving up their 

health insurance and pension programs as a way to cut costs.  Ross also pointed out that Rock Island County 

levies the lowest county tax of all 102 Illinois counties.  That rate can’t be increased without a favorable 

referendum vote, which under current economic conditions is unlikely.  Ross said that the State of Illinois is 

essentially up to date with payments due to the county, but has also legislated numerous unfunded mandates 

that the County is required to fund.  He also said that the State has failed to meet its funding obligations to 

the Rock Island County Health Department and that the County Board was forced to fund the shortfall to 

ensure services continued.  When questioned about the cost of operating the County’s Hope Creek Nursing 

Home, Mr. Ross indicated that the Board budgeted $4 million to subsidize Hope Creek, but had to add an 

additional $1.5 million this year to keep the home afloat.  With regard to the Court House, Mr. Ross stated 

that a new facility would be built and will be opened for use in three years.  At that time all current offices 

and uses of the current courthouse will end.  It was his hope that the old building will be sold to a private 

developer with a requirement that the exterior be essentially maintained to keep the historical significance of 

the building.  He suggested the first floor then be developed for office/commercial use and thought it would 

be a popular location for law offices. Ross thought the upper floors could be developed into downtown 

residential units. Although the message wasn’t “rosy”, it definitely appears that David Ross is up to the 

challenge and we wish him well as he leads our county into the future. 
 

March – May Calendar 
Mar. 29 - PJ Foley – Aircraft Carrier Experience 
Apr.  5 - Bert Blood Scholarship 
April 12 - Chinese Culture / Shen Yun – Dr. Feng 
April 19 - Awards Luncheon 
April 26 - Earl Hanson Inspire Choir  
May 3 - Rock Island Public Library – Angela  
   Campbell 
May 10 - Privies to Plumbing: A Short History of  
   the Bathroom – Ann Koski 
May 17 - Rotary Foundation – Bud Phillis 
May 24 - Financial Scams – Andrew Guzzo 
May 31  - Kiwanis Joint Meeting 
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Club Notes & Announcements! 


Welcome Guests! 
Alleman Student Guests Kate Florence and Andy Maloney.  Assistant District 
Governor and member of the Milan Rotary, Cathy Edwards.  Prospective 
member, Brad Snider, a guest of Cathy Edwards.  Frequent guest Mark 
Zimmerman from the Davenport Club rounded out today’s guests.   

 Run – Walk for Great Causes  
Several Rotary related events are scheduled for April.  On April 9th the “Lids 
For Kids” Run/Walk benefiting the Spring Forward Learning Center will be 
held.  Contact Rotarian Dan McNeil, 309-269-7136 for details.  On April 30th 
Steve’s Old Time Chaser in support of the Red Cross will take off at 9am.  
Contact Rotarian Holly Sparkman, 309-749-7280 for details.  Also on April 
30th the Purple Dash supporting the Epilepsy Foundation kicks off at 10am.  
Contact Rotarian Monta Ponseto, 309-781-0660 for details. 
 

 Don’t Care to Run/Walk?  Then EAT! 
4-H Pork Chops and Hot Dogs 
The Rock Island County 4-H and Extension programs will host a Pork Chop 
Dinner & Pie Auction fundraiser on Thursday, April 7th at the Milan 
American Legion from 4 to 7pm.  The Pork Chop dinner is $8 and a hot dog 
meal is also available for $5.  Dinners include sandwich, chips, baked beans, 
applesauce, dessert & drink.  Money raised will help fund Rock Island 
Rotary’s Bert Blood Scholarships.  Stop in and help the cause! 
 

 Roses for Your Sweetie – STILL TIME! 
Through an arrangement with the Noon Kiwanis Club, Rotarians can order 
beautiful roses at just $16 per dozen and you can do it in the Botanical 
Center Lobby as you come to next week’s meeting.  Kiwanis will share a 
portion of the profits with our club so you can thrill your special person AND 
help our club.  Roses will be available for pick up on April 27 which also 
happens to be Administrative Assistants (formerly “Secretary’s”) Day.  
Super gift at a very reasonable price!  
 

Have Items for our Newsletter?    
For March publication (one more week) send to Bob Swanson at 
bobdebswanson@att.net.  For April publication send items to Holly 
Sparkman at  hksparkman@gmail.com.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotary Supports Girl Softball 
Our Club Board of Directors approved a request from the Rock Island Girls 
Softball League for a $1,500 donation to be used to purchase a scoreboard 
for the leagues’ newly constructed “lower field” just adjacent to the current 
Merrill Morris Field.  The total cost of the scoreboard and installation is 
approximately $4000.  It is hoped that Rock Island Noon Kiwanis will 
match our donation and the softball league will provide the rest of the cost.  
Rotary and Kiwanis jointly purchased the current scoreboard at the Merrill 
Morris Field five years ago.  As was the case in the first purchase, the Rotary 
Logo will be prominently displayed on the new scoreboard.  The League 
hopes to have the new board installed by the start of this year’s softball 
season on May 16th.   

 Christy Turns Blue! 
Congratulations Christy 
Filby who completed her 
checklist and turned in 
her Red “new member” 
badge for a brand new 
blue one! 

http://www.rirotary.com/
mailto:bobdebswanson@att.net
mailto:hksparkman@gmail.com


 

 

We’re All Invited --- 
To the Rotary District 6420 Conference: 

Event: District Conference 

Date: Apr 30, 2016 at 07:30 AM - May 01, 2016 at 12:00 PM 

Fee: $125.00 

Location: Clocktower Resort 

View 
Map 

7801 E. State St  
Rockford, IL 61108 
United States 

To register for our District Conference, click on the event for registration and hotel 
information at www.rotary6420.org home page. 
For Room Discount make reservations by March 28th. 
Separate registration required for Pre-Conference Foundation Dinner.  
 

AND --   District 6420 Rotary Foundation Dinner 

Event: Foundation Dinner 

Date: Apr 29, 2016 at 05:00 PM - 09:00 PM 

Fee: $40.00 

Location: Hoffman House 

View 
Map 

7550 E. State St.  
Rockford, IL 61108 
United States 

Details: To register for this event, click on the event at www.rotary6420.org under 
Upcoming Events on the home page. You can also book family and friends. 

 

Congratulations Korah Wynn! 
 

Korah Wynn, a former District 6420 Rotary  
Ambassadorial Scholar to Belfast, Ireland  
and periodic visitor at our Club has been  
named a Master Teacher by the Dispatch- 
Argus.  This is a great honor for any edu- 
cator, but particularly for Korah who is pro- 
bably the youngest in terms of age and years  
of experience to receive this honor.  She led  
a Rotary District 6420 eight-member voca- 
tional training team to Combabala, Chile, just  
last year to help teach teachers there.  Korah is an English Language Learner coach in 
the Rock Island-Milan school district.  Past District Governor and Rock Island Rotarian, 
Fred Luckenbill and wife Nancy plan to attend the Master Teacher Recognition Banquet 
in April and will carry the Rotary Banner in recognition of Korah’s close ties to Rotary 
and to our Club 

http://maps.google.ca/maps?q=7801+E.+State+St+Rockford+IL+61108+United+States+
http://maps.google.ca/maps?q=7801+E.+State+St+Rockford+IL+61108+United+States+
http://www.rotary6420.org/
http://maps.google.ca/maps?q=7550+E.+State+St.+Rockford+IL+61108+United+States+
http://maps.google.ca/maps?q=7550+E.+State+St.+Rockford+IL+61108+United+States+
http://www.rotary6420.org/


 
PRINT AND FILL OUT THIS PAGE.  RETURN TO STEVE MORENZ AT NEXT WEEK’S MEETING 

 
 

 
  

Rotary Committee Preferences:  2016 - 2017

Please choose three committees that you would like to participate in during the upcoming 2016 - 2017 Rotary Year.  Please check

the column labeled "Interested" if that committee is of interest to you, and please check the column labeled "Chair" if you are  

interested in leading that committee.  Please sign the form and return it to Steve Morenz.  Thank you for your service in the

Rotary Club of Rock Island.

Interested Chair Interested Chair

Program Committee: Nominating Committee:

August-September

October November Public Image Committee:

December-January Newsletter:

February-March Website:

April-May Press Releases:

June-July Social Media:

Membership Committee: Interact/RYLA:

Chair - Bruce Peterson

Recruiting Rotaract:

Mentoring

Orientation Earlyact:

Budget Priorities: Ambassadorial Scholars:

Chair - Frank Lambert

Blood Drive:

Salvation Army Bell Ringing:

Awards Luncheon:

Bert Blood Scholarships:

"Fun" Committee:

Invocations Committee:

Rotary International Foundation:

Fundraising Committee: Chair - Bud Phillis

Youth Exchange: RI Rotary Club Foundation:

Dvlpmnt Committee

Literacy Committee: Grants Committee

Rotary Member:__________________________________



 

Raffle Supports Foundation 
This week’s raffle featured a dark walnut bowl handcrafted by Dr. Larry Tadlock, a bottle of 
Lo Milani’s finest wine, and cash from the 50/50 portion of the drawing.  Past President Jeff 
Dismer laid claim to the Tadlock bowl.  Then First Vice-President Steve Morenz turned up the 
heat with a double win, taking both the wine and the cash!  He kept the wine, but donated all 
of his cash winnings back to the Rotary Foundation.   
       Thanks to All that Participated 

Dueling Pianos 
Brings in Cash! 

 
Congratulations are due to the 
fundraising committee for their 
recent Dueling Pianos fundraiser.  
Not only was the food great and the 
entertainment hilarious, but the 
bottom line saw a $6,363 profit after 
paying all expenses.  Since the event 
was a shared fundraiser by our club 
and the Rotary After Hours Club, 
each club walks away with over 
$3000 to continue the good work of 
serving others both local and 
abroad! 
Great Job Committee!! 

HELP IS NEEDED! 
 

Rock Island Rotary has for many 

years been a partner in the 

Children’s Therapy Telethon 

which raises money to provide 

greatly needed services to 

children in the quad Cities.   

WQAD-TV will host the event 

again this year on Sunday, April 

10, 2016 from 11:00am - 5:00pm. 

We need two of our members to 

represent Rock Island Rotary.  

Your duties will include giving 

an hour or two of your time to 

make calls during the telethon.  

You might even get a chance to 

flash your Rotary smile on live 

television.  See John Phillips for 

details. 

 

LET’S GO TO THE LIBRARY! 
Our adopted school, Earl Hanson Elementary, has a great library with lots and lots of books, 
many donated by our Club.  Unfortunately, they no long have a full-time librarian so many of 
the books have yet to be cataloged and placed on the shelves.  Not long ago our Rotarian 
liaisons to the school asked, “Can we help?”  “YES!!” was the answer. 
So, immediately after our April 5th Rotary meeting, we’re asking club members who can to 
deviate from your normal drive home or back to work.  Instead, we’re going to drive to Earl 
Hanson School for a quick bit of instruction on what needs to be done, and how to do it. 
Then we’ll determine when and how to approach the problem.  Want to be part of the 
solution? Mark April 5th on your calendar! 
 
 

  
FOUNDATION HELPERS 

While Rotary Foundation Chairman, Bud Phillis, recuperates from his knee surgery to fellow 
Rotarians have volunteered to step up and try to fill Bud’s shoes (notice it takes two to even 
try that).  If you have a donation for the Foundation or want to start a Sustaining Membership, 
of become a Paul Harris Fellow, you can contact Chuck Austin 309-230-0833 or Gary Rowe 
309-948-3403.  Although they will undoubtedly do a great job – – – 

Hurry Back Bud – We miss you 


